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Foreword

The large suburb of Heavitree forms the subject of the third booklet in
the series ‘Discovering Exeter’. As in the studies of St David's and St
Leonard’s, an historical background is followed by a guide for walk-
ing.

The special character of Exeter is usually considered to radiate from
its famous inner-city sites, of which the Cathedral Close is
undoubtedly the foremost; but, more than most cities of comparable
size, its charm is amplified by several of its suburbs, some of equal
antiquity, and the Civic Society keeps a careful watch for proposed
developments which could spoil their appearance and amenities.

Heavitree has given its name to a warm red sandstone (actually a
polymictic breccia containing quartzite, porphyry and sanidine
fragments) quarried within its boundaries and used extensively in
many churches of the city but, surprisingly, not much used in the
village itself. Although the best Heavitree stone will last for many
centuries if it is protected from frost, its weathering and eventual
crumbling nature must have been well known to the inhabitants: in
1890 they completed replacing their red sandstone church with a
magnificent new one built of limestone.

Our thanks go, as ever, to the members of the Publications
Committee, led with undiminished energy by Harold Trump. We are
especially indebted to Trevor Falla, a North Countryman who has
lived in Heavitree for several years, for assembling such a wealth of
material about his adopted home.

The Society once more gratefully acknowledges grant-aid from the
Iverdean and Northcott Trusts.

D ] C Laming
Chairman Exeter Civic Society




Heavitree Historical Introduction

It is difficult to imagine Heavitree, now a suburb of Exeter, as a small
agricultural village in rural surroundings on the London Road, but so it
was in the early nineteenth century. Until 1913 it was independent of
the former City and County of Exeter. As in any suburb, indications of
the former village can still be seen, and it is interesting to look for
these while walking around the parish. In spite of its small population,
Heavitree was the largest and most important of the parishes
adjoining the City, its 3,500 acres enclosed by boundaries extending
from the River Exe to Stoke Hill, and from Livery Dole to beyond the
modern by-pass. Moreover, until the nineteenth century St. David
and St. Sidwell, although for civil purposes part of Exeter, were
chapelries of Heavitree.

The full extent of the ancient boundaries is most clearly expressed in
the report of the beating of the bounds in May, 1897, when members
of the Urban District Council and others met at Victoria Park Road at
7.30 a.m. “The Gentlemen assembled” included Col. Vaughan, chair-
man of the U D C, several councillors, the Rev. Howells, a Baptist
minister, and Dr. Jellett, the Medical Officer of Health. They walked via
Magdalen Street, Baring Crescent and Polsloe Road to Rosebarn Lane
and Stoke Hill, then almost to Pinhoe, stopping for a “good breakfast
at the Half Moon" in Whipton. At 11.15 a.m. they continued to Hollow
Lane and across country to the Blue Ball, Sandygate, and then along
Rydon Lane to Pynes Hill for lunch. Afterwards the party followed the
brook to the River Exe, where some marked the boundary by rowing
up the river. They finally returned to Victoria Terrace at 6.30 p.m.,
after a walk of twenty miles.

Heavitree Church, lithograph by W Spreat, 1842

This guide does not attempt to cover the whole of the ancient parish.
It is limited on the north by the Exmouth railway line, the boundary
with Whipton; on the west the boundary with St. Leonard is squared
off to a line down Barrack Road, and ignores the old inroads made by
Heavitree into St. Leonard'’s; to the south and east the natural lines of
the Exe and the by-pass, which approximate to the historic boundary,
are followed. Small areas outside Heavitree are included, at the
beginning and end of the tour.

Even older than the name Heavitree is that of Wonford, taken from
the stream running from Stoke Hill, where it is now called
Mincinglake, to Northbrook Park on Topsham Road. It first occurs in a
Saxon charter of 937 A.D. as Wynford, and although other derivations
can be explained, the fact that many streams and rivers retain Celtic
names suggests that it is from the Celtic gwyn ffrwd, meaning the
white, fair, or holy stream. The stream gave its name to the manor of
Wonford, which belonged to the Saxon kings, and the name of this
important royal holding became accepted for the ancient territorial
division of the hundred.

Professor W G Hoskins suggests that the hundred court may well
have met at the "heafod treow”, Anglo-Saxon for the "head or chief”
tree”, and this is one interpretation of the origin of the name
Heavitree, which first occurs in Domesday Book (1086) as Hevetrova.
A possible place for the meetings may have been the churchyard,
which commands a fine view, and was within a few hundred yards of
both the main Roman roads into Exeter, and of the ancient ridgeway
running along Polsloe Road to Mount Pleasant. The derivation of
“tree” is not disputed, but there are alternative explanations of the first
element. It may have come from a personal name, or from hefa, a
head, in which case it could have meant “the tree on which heads (of
criminals) were placed”. We know that executions once took place on
the gallows at Livery Dole.




Historical Introduction

Whatever the origin of the name, it is clear that the village of
Heavitree, built round the church near the main Exeter- London road,
assumed more importance than the manor of Wonford, and gave its
name to the parish, possibly after Wonford ceased to be a royal
manor in the twelfth century. Place name evidence can be interpreted
in more than one way, but Domesday Book provides the first
mention of two other important places in the parish, Polsloe
(Polesleuga) and Whipton (Wipletona). There were four manors in
1086, Wonford, Polsloe, Whipton and Jacobeschercha, the last name
being the only evidence for the existence of a church other than the
parish church. The date of foundation of the parish church is not
known, but it is first mentioned in a bull of 1152 as one of a number
of churches which Pope Eugenius III confirmed to Exeter Cathedral,
when it was named as St. Michael, Hevetriu. This dedication was
popular for churches on hills.

The evidence of place names can be used to show the expansion of
settlement in the parish in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.
Cholwell is first recorded in the 1230s, Ringwell in 1269, and Heath
and Hill Bartons in 1333, but this expansion was halted by the Black
Death of 1348-1349. Appearing in England first in Dorset in August,
1348, this plague spread rapidly along lines of communication to
London and Devon.

The extent of mortality caused by the Black Death can be estimated
from manorial records, but direct proof is provided by evidence of
deaths among the clergy, preserved in diocesan records. From entries
in Bishops' Registers it has been estimated that as many as half the
English clergy may have died. In Heavitree the Black Death caused
the deaths of two, if not three, vicars. Henry de Chippenham, who
had held the living for less than a year, was succeeded early in 1349
by Walter Bers, who was himself followed by Adam de Kellesye. The

Arthur Ducke, son of Richard, was baptised in the parish church in
1580, and after graduating from Oxford became an ecclesiastical
lawyer and chancellor of the dioceses of London, and Bath and Wells.
He wrote a life of Archbishop Chichele, and a work on Roman law.
His brother Nicholas was also a lawyer, and recorder of Exeter from
1617 until his death in 1628. The other person from Heavitree to
achieve national fame was the theologian Richard Hooker, who
according to tradition was born here about 1553. Richard Hooker was
a nephew of John Hooker, the antiquarian and chamberlain of Exeter,
and is best known for his work The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity. This
defence of Elizabethan settlement, the Anglican middle way between
Puritanism and Catholicism, was written in his rectories of Boscombe
near Salisbury and Bishopsbourne in Kent, in the last decade of the
sixteenth century.

The major event of the seventeenth century, the Civil War, left
Heavitree comparatively untouched, as although Exeter was besieged
by both sides, most of the action took place in and near the city. In the
eighteenth century more severe damage appears to have been
caused by a fire in the village, but no details have survived except for
a note of a church brief of 1707, which appealed for aid to make good
destruction estimated at £900.

Until the early nineteenth century Heavitree remained a small,

agricultural village. It is interesting to survey it in 1801, when the first
Census took place and the earliest large-scale map was produced, at
a date immediately before population expansion affected the parish.

date of institution of his successor, John Lisle, is not recorded, which
suggests that Kellesye also may have died during the period of
disorganisation caused by the plague.

The effects of the Black Death lasted for some years, but were
overcome in the fifteenth century when the return of prosperity made
possible the rebuilding of the parish church. Continued affluence in
the sixteenth century is witnessed by the establishment of a church
house and almshouses. In 1516 John Kelly, lord of the manor,
granted a piece of land to Thomas Valens the vicar, for a church
house, on condition that prayers were offered for the donor, his
family and descendants; the full story of this and of the Livery Dole
almshouses, completed in 1594, is told later.

The Reformation may have disrupted the life of the parish almost as
much as the Black Death. One consequence of the religious changes
was the dissolution of Polsloe Priory, and the eventual purchase of its
site by Thomas Isaack, an influential parishioner. The uncertainties at
the time of the Reformation are best illustrated by the events
surrounding the church chalice, which had been placed in private
hands for safe-keeping. The sidesmen's account book, bound in an
illustrated manuscript of the pre-Reformation Church, commences
with a note that the parishioners had handed the chalice to Philip
Ducke "until such tyme as they should think good to have him (it)
againe. He had him (it) in his charge till Queen Maries time", when he
died. Philip’s son Richard in 1575 paid the parish five guineas as
recompense. Richard Ducke benefited the parish in another way by
his conveyance to trustees of four almshouses in 1603.

Historical Introduction

Survey of Heavitree and Mount Radford, 1816
(Exeter University Photographic Unit).



Historical Introduction

The population of Great Britain was counted on a national basis for
the first time in 1801, when Heavitree was found to have 833
inhabitants, of whom over 500 claimed to be employed chiefly in
agriculture. This 1801 total was comparable with those of other large
villages in the Exeter area, which are today still rural: the population of
Cheriton Fitzpaine was 884, of Drewsteignton 959, and of Newton St.
Cyres 867. But whereas the three latter villages, after experiencing
some expansion by the middle of the century, were then affected by
the agricultural depression, so that their populations by 1901 were all
smaller than those of a hundred years previously, the population of
Heavitree continued to expand rapidly as it became a suburb of Exeter.

The Ordnance Survey in the early nineteenth century was preparing
maps at a scale of three inches to the mile, which were reduced to
provide the first editions at one inch. The three-inch map of Heavitree
of 1801 shows just how small were the settlements in Polsloe,
Whipton, East and South Wonford, and in the village on the London
road. All these settlements were well separated from each other, and
from Exeter, by open country and fields.

A wealth of information about the area, not easily obtainable from
other sources, is provided by the local newspaper, the Exeter Flying
Post, now indexed in the West Country Studies Library from its
commencement in 1763 to 1885. It thus spans the period before and
during the growth of Heavitree, and provides an interesting picture of
the parish.

Heavitree contained the usual cross-section of society at this date: at
the upper end, the church was of course always represented; the
lawyer Pitman Jones lived at St. Loyes for the first half of the century;
an increasing number of retired army and navy officers found the
parish attractive; one or more doctors usually lived in Heavitree.

The significance of public lighting is indicated by the fact that the

U D C had a lighting committee from its creation, and found plenty to
discuss and do. In 1902, for example, the Secretary of the Exeter Gas
Light Offices referred to the lamp at the corner of Sivell Place: "I find it
is a general practice to use this post for tying horses to and frequently
the mantles are broken, also very much damage is done by waggons
colliding with it". The committee minutes for 1908 record that “the
Heavitree Brewery had paid for the new lamp fixed in Church Street in
the place of the one destroyed by their runaway horse.”

Serious crime does not seem to have wortied Heavitree, and
although the Gallows were at Ringswell until 1794, no-one from the
parish appears to have been executed there, at least in the last thirty
years of their existence. There was a murder at Whipton in 1829 after
which Keziah Westcombe and her lover Richard Quaintance were
executed, the former for poisoning her husband, and the latter as an
accessory. The contemporary idea of mercy is illustrated by the fact
that whereas the murderess's body was ordered to be sent to the
hospital for anatomical purposes, that of the accomplice was not.

The local newspaper records two suicides in the years before 1885,
those of a labourer at Wonford in 1830, and of the landlord of the
Bridge Inn in 1866. Highwaymen robbed two ladies in Stoke Woods
in 1770, and poachers were arrested in 1780. A horse-dealer was
convicted of forgery, and in 1823 William Snow, a coal-dealer, was
found guilty of attempting to defraud the Livery Dole toll-gate, by
leaving his cart on the Exeter side of the gate, transferring the load to
the horse and leading it through, and then returning and bringing the
empty cart.

Below this band of society came a wide variety of tradesmen:
apothecaries, auctioneers, bakers, brewers, candle-makers, coal-
dealers, hairdressers and shoemakers, and all the trades connected
with building. But the largest group was that connected with the land,
whether as farmers, nurserymen, gardeners or agricultural labourers.

Living conditions were in general being improved in the nineteenth
century, but remained hard for the poor. A newspaper report in
October, 1848, records a visit to a “wretched cabin”, where five
children, the oldest a boy of six, were shut up in the most squalid
condition, with “"fowls, vegetables in a decaying state, a donkey and a
quantity of filth all round them”, the parents being at work.

In general, the parish enjoyed good health. Contemporaries
frequently commented on its healthy situation, and this was borne
out by the small effect which the 1832 cholera epidemic had in
Heavitree compared with Exeter.

Public lighting was then a major concern. Although gas mains were
laid to private houses, it was not until 1870 that “ten lamps now
illuminate the path of the traveller”. By 1874 there were thirteen, and
proposals were then made to more than double the number, but
even after that date the small number of lamps publicly provided
explains the importance attached to the provision of the Gordon
Lamp after the General's death in 1885, and of Councillor Nethercott's
lamp in North Street as late as 1912.

Historical Introduction

Gordon Lamp, Livery Dole



Historical Introduction

Fire was probably a more serious threat than crime. The Exeter Flying
Post regularly reported blazes destroying two or three cottages, and in
one case, ten, at a time. The causes were poor construction, and the
time taken to procure help. Before the days of municipal services, the
only fire engines came from insurance companies, and before the
introduction of the telephone these could be summoned from Exeter
only by messenger. Even after the arrival of the engine problems were
not ended, as poor water pressure often delayed extinction of the fire.

The troubles encountered as late as 1901 are illustrated by the
amusing, if lengthy, report on a fire in Goldsmith Street that year.
Exeter's chief fire officer, William Pett, was alerted by a cyclist who
vaguely reported a fire near Heavitree. He summoned his firemen,
then set off and after some difficulty found the scene of the fire, where
two members of the Heavitree Brigade were in attendance. They
wanted increased water pressure but had not contacted the
waterworks as they thought the telephone would not work! Pett
therefore sent his son on a cycle to telephone the water works and
then had to mend a leak in one hydrant and uncover another from six
inches of road metal before his team arrived. By some miracle the fire
was confined to the original premises.

Salutary Mount

On the brighter side, amusements increased with the growth of the
parish. A wrestling match at the Blue Ball Inn in 1829 drew an

audience of 2,500, and the “parish revel”, an annual event, included
donkey-racing, climbing for legs of mutton, and women running for
gown pieces. In 1871 the revel attracted the attention of the press,
when it was described as “attended with the usual amount of
inebriety and misconduct”. A fight began after people had been
ejected from the pubs, and “the language was far from being refined,
and the women outvied the men in the elegance of their

More innocent pastimes were archery in the 1860s, and in the

1880s ploughing matches, athletics, and even horse-racing. This took
place on part of Hill Barton Farm, where in 1881 the prize money
offered was £326. Heavitree's cricket and football results appeared in
the parish magazine in the 1890s. Indoors there were concerts, which
included the miscellaneous vocal and instrumental items of Victorian
times, and in 1867 we read of the “"Heavitree Penny Readings” in aid

expressions”.

Heavitree expanded because of its proximity to Exeter, from a
population of 833 in 1801, to 7,529 in 1901, and the expansion was
made possible by the break-up of the Baring family’s estate, which
released land for building purposes. The Baring story is described in
detail in the second volume of this series, St. Leonard's.

In Heavitree the first development was that of Salutary Mount, now
numbered as 2-30 Fore Street, which was built in the early nineteenth
century. The construction of housing for the middle and upper classes
continued with individual large houses such as the (now) Mowbray
Maternity Hospital built in 1815, and Southlands (early 1830s), and
groups such as Midway Terrace and Heavitree Park (both 1820s).

This phase ended with the erection of Mont-le-Grand and Regents
Park in the late 1830s and early 1840s, when a slump in the housing
market put a temporary stop to development; no houses were said
to be under construction in Heavitree at the time of the 1851 Census,
as opposed to 31 in 1841. Apart from this quality housing, a start had
also been made on what became known as artisans’ dwellings.
Oakfield Street, dating from the early 1830s, was the first large-scale
example of this. So it was that as early as 1835, the Vicar, writing to
the Poor Law Commissioners, mentioned the need for a rating
revaluation because of “the increase of Building which has lately
taken place and has converted the Parish into a suburb of Exeter."
Besley's directory of 1836 remarked on the "vast number of genteel
houses and villas recently erected,” and on the fact that Heavitree
was extensively experiencing “the exhilarating hand of
improvement.”

of funds for a parochia] library.

Historical Introduction

New building continued steadily from the 1850s, with the large villas
in Polsloe Road in the 1870s, and by the end of the century the large
Polsloe Park housing area was nearing completion. Expansion of the
population meant an increased demand for seating in the parish
church. The old red sandstone building which had sufficed for
previous centuries was rebuilt in the 1840s, with the exception of the
tower, and for over forty years the old and new stood incongruously
together. Extra wealth brought about by this continued expansion
ultimately made possible the rebuilding of the tower, a striking
landmark to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee, and a
few years later the chancel was re-modelled. The Diamond Jubilee
was commemorated by re-hanging the bells in the tower.

Wesleyan Methodism was firmly established in Heavitree by the
1830s and flourished, so that by the end of the next decade there
were 44 members. Then came the Wesleyan Reform crisis, which in
a little over a year had halved the membership. Numbers fluctuated
for the next few years, but the cause never recovered and Heavitree
ceased to appear on the Circuit Plans in 1871. The Congregationalists
built their first chapel in Heavitree in 1867 and enlarged and rebuilt
this in 1902.



Historical Introduction

The old red sandstone tower of the parish church which until the
1880s stood side by side with the new body of the church, typified
the survival of the old elements of society beside the new, the
existence of the old village alongside the expanding modern suburb.
The keeping of pigs in the centre of town was a problem which the
Parish Sanitary Committee still faced in the 1880s. The expansion of
the village is best illustrated by considering some of the leading
inhabitants, who in the early 1880s lived within a few hundred yards
of each other.

Until 1889 Mrs. Elizabeth Baker was the nominal head of Baker and
Son, the brewers in Church Street, a family business which she had
continued as a widow for over fifty years. Until 1883 she lived next to
the business in Church Street, and her son Robert had lived for
twenty years at 9 Salutary Mount, now 20 Fore Street, and was to
stay there for another twenty. Almost opposite him at 4 Homefield
Place (41 Fore Street) lived Mrs. Sarah Crowson, proprietress of the
Windsor Brewery, with Mr John Mathew as her neighbour. Round the
corner in Shelton Place, North Street, was the house of a young
carpenter, John R Nethercott.

When Mrs. Baker died in 1889 her son sold the family business, and
Heavitree Brewery was formed as a limited company, which
commenced buying up public houses and also took over Mrs.
Crowson's Windsor Brewery. Robert Baker had been active in the
parish vestry and in 1896 became a member of the new Urban
District Council, whose clerk was a solicitor, John W W Mathew, son
of Mrs. Crowson's neighbour. John R Nethercott was a member of
the U D C from the start, and as its chairman in 1913 became a city
alderman when Exeter annexed Heavitree.

10

Annexation by the city had been a threat for some time as the town
expanded on the city's doorstep. In the nineteenth century the parish
vestry had opposed any attempts which the city made to usurp its
power. It resolved in 1835 that no part of the parish should come
under the new City Council; in 1838 it opposed “any Encroachment

The old tower and new church, c. 1880 (by permission of the
Rev. E ] llling).

Historical Introduction

parish magazine a few years later, expressed the contemporary
views of regret at annexation, and in particular over the loss of a
system of rating independent of the City.

After the first war, Heavitree continued to expand as part of Exeter,

or Extension of the Exeter Jurisdiction or Power whatever,” and
formed a standing committee to defeat any attempt; it objected to
Exeter’s attempts in 1840 to get market jurisdiction in Heavitree, and
in 1845 to extend county court jurisdiction; and in 1847 it resolved to
fight “any attempt to sacrifice the independence of this Parish by
incorporating it with the City of Exeter.”

The Vestry undertook minor improvements, and its Sanitary
Committee, formerly active only in times of cholera, dealt in the
1880s with a variety of problems such as drainage, refuse, and pig-
keeping as mentioned above. On 20th September, 1871, the
Inspector of Nuisances called at a house in Woodbine Place where
there had been a death on the 15th; on finding that it was proposed
to keep the body there until the 24th, he requested an earlier
interment.

The creation of the Urban District Council in 1896 gave Heavitree
some measure of independence, and an elected body with wider
powers to improve the district. It had control over the construction of
new buildings, and the widening of North Street and purchase of land
for the Pleasure Ground were only two of its achievements. The
sense of civic pride is witnessed by the commemorative tablets
placed near the two sites, and on the lamp presented by Councillor
Nethercott in North Street in 1912. But the short life of the U D C for
St. Thomas, which was annexed to Exeter in 1899, was a precedent
for amalgamation. After a public enquiry, Heavitree became part of
Exeter in 1913. The antiquarian, Miss Beatrix Cresswell, writing in the

and from the late 1920s, as well as private housing developments,
there were the new estates built by the City Council under the recent
Housing Acts. The Burnthouse Lane scheme, dating from 1930, was
the first of these new estates, and is an interesting example of the
municipal planning of the time. More and more housing, private and
council, has been built since the last war, with the consequent loss of
open country. Some features of Heavitree's rural past remain, and

these will be traced in the “walkabout” which is described in the next
section.
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Higher Summerlands
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Heavitree Tour

The starting point for the walk is outside the historical parish, at the
beginning of Heavitree Road near the Paris Street roundabout.
Walking away from the City, one is aware of the division between it
and the suburbs, and this is emphasised by the lack of shops
between here and Polsloe Road, while there is no public house
between the Honiton Inn and those in Fore Street, Heavitree.

On the right, houses are built on what was until early this century the
Alexandra Nurseries of the Sclater family. On the left, the attractive
Regency buildings of Lower Summerlands, running at right angles to
the main road, date from the years after 1814. Higher Summerlands
was an even more ambitious group of larger houses, built slightly
earlier, but unfortunately destroyed as a result of enemy action in
1942. The site is now occupied by the Police Station, built before the
amalgamation of the city and county forces, and first used on 21st
September, 1959; to the rear are the Magistrates’ Courts, opened a
few months later.

Further up the hill on the right are the Gothic buildings of the former
St. Luke's Training College, now part of the University as its School of
Education. The Exeter Diocesan Training College, as it was called,
was of importance locally as it used the village school in Heavitree as
a practising school from 1857 until a special school adjoining the
College was opened in 1872. It was of national importance as it was
the first to be opened by any of the new diocesan boards of
education. These were created from 1838 onwards as a result of the
committee set up by the National Society for Promoting the
Education of the Poor (in the Church of England). One member of the
committee was Thomas Dyke Acland, M P for West Somerset, whose
friend Gilbert F Mathison of the Royal Mint suggested that the Church
of England should use its dioceses as bases for educational

Lower Summerlands
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Heavitree Tour

purposes. Acland was able to implement the idea in his home
County of Devon; until then there had been no national scheme for
teacher-training in England.

The Training College's first quarters were opened in a house in

Cathedral Close on 1st January, 1840, and by the end of the year
twelve students were in residence. After some ten years in the city
centre, expansion was considered necessary, and an appeal raised

sufficient funds to purchase the present site for £1,350. The

foundation stone was laid in 1853 and the new buildings opened on
18th October, 1854. The architect was John Hayward of Exeter. In
spite of its appearance on Spreat's contemporary print, the Chapel

was not built until 1863 because of lack of money.

oo, Sxitie Disepsan Sohapl,
= ‘:-.}l?f;%hdrlfzfmyafw ilivsiatd O bens it il

i

14

The College began its life in Heavitree Road with forty students, but
expanded gradually on to adjoining premises. The playing fields were
enlarged in 1898 and the chapel in 1912, and the practising school
rebuilt in 1935. By 1939 the College could accommodate 130
students. The Blitz of 1942 burned out the buildings and left only a
shell, but thanks to the energy of the Principal, James Smeall, they
were not pulled down as were places such as Bedford Circus, which
had sustained similar damage. His efforts ensured the re-opening of
the College in 1945, and its rebuilding which took several years.
Additional construction took place, and by September, 1963, over
700 students were on the books, with further building planned. In
1978 St. Luke's became part of the University of Exeter.

Opposite the College is the complex of buildings formerly the old City
Hospital, now part of the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital. Blitz
damage is responsible for the disappearance of the original building,
erected after an Act of Parliament of 1698 as the workhouse for the
poor of all the city parishes, managed by the Corporation of the Poor.
This idea of one purpose-built place for all the paupers of a group of
parishes was based on that pioneered by Bristol, and with its
discipline and segregation of sexes anticipated the principles of the
Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 by more than a hundred years.
The workhouse passed into the hands of the City Guardians under
this nineteenth-century legislation, and after reorganisation in 1929 it
eventually became a hospital. The only building left standing from
before the Blitz is the children’s home, commenced in 1913 and now
used for administration.

Adjoining the Hospital grounds are the two houses called Uplands, in
plain early Victorian style, but it is not generally known that the
architect was the famous Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, in partnership as a
young man in the firm of Scott and Moffatt. The land in the apex

Grendon Almshouses

St Luke's College, now the School of Education, Exeter University
before re-building after Blitz damage (J. Smeall)

.

St Luke's College after re-building (J. Smeall)

Heavitree Tour

formed by Heavitree Road and Polsloe Road towards Livery Dole
belonged to the trustees of Exeter Municipal Charities, who decided
in the late 1830s to lease the whole area for development. Scott and
Moffatt's architectural plans were chosen, and would have covered
the whole site with villas of the Uplands type, but a slump in the
housing market was one reason for the completion of only the two
houses, early in the 1840s. Some modifications to the fronts of the
houses were made necessary by plans to widen the main road at a
stage between planning and commencement of construction.

A short detour to the left provides a view of Grendon’s Almshouses,
which give their name to the road. The first of the two blocks, of red
sandstone from Pocombe, was built in 1880 to the designs of Robert
W Best, an Exeter architect, and replaced almshouses first built in
Preston Street in the City centre in 1406. The second block, similar in
design but of Heavitree stone, was completed ten years later as a
rebuilding of the Attwill almshouses of 1588, and is known as the
Attwill-Kingdon Almshouses.
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Back in Heavitree Road, Midway Terrace (nos. 138-156) is part of the
same development as Baring Crescent and Baring Place. It dates
from the later 1820s, and consists of a terrace of ten houses in five
pairs, built by William Hooper, of the important local family of
architects and builders. He lived in one of the two larger houses at
the western end, now no. 138 Heavitree Road, and died there in
1831. The other local worthy to live in the terrace was the artist and
lithographer, George Rowe, remembered for his many prints of
Exeter and Devon.

Rowe was born in St. Sidwell in 1794, and after a varied career as a
teacher and lithographer in Hastings, then in Exeter in 1832-1836, he
moved to Cheltenham, where for some years he also ran a local
newspaper. Financial problems caused him in 1852, at the age of 58,
to leave his family and go to Australia, to try his luck in the gold fields,
but he was unsuccessful, and fell back on his artistic talents to earn
money. He thus became one of the pioneers of art in Australia, and
his pictures are a valuable record of the country at that time. He was
back in England in 1860 and rented the house in Midway Terrace
until his death in 1864, after which his widow continued to live there
until her death in 1888.

From the entrance to Baring Crescent to the corner of Polsloe Road,
the ancient parish boundary ran along the middle of the road,
Heavitree on the right and St. Sidwell on the left, but the boundary is
crossed at Polsloe Road, where it is marked by a stone between the
two parishes. This boundary stone is set against a low wall, and
beyond it on the left, a private drive forks and leads to two large
houses of the 1830s, built by Hooper. Both were originally known as
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Southlands, probably after Colonel Samuel South, who owned the
land at the time of their construction. In 1834 he sold the newly-built
premises, still known today as Southlands, to the Rev. James Ford,
brother of Richard, for £2,250. The house remained in private hands
until the City Council acquired it about 1950; it is now a welfare
centre.

The second of the two houses was built nearer Polsloe Road and is
now known as Clystlands; unfortunately it is now obscured from this
side by two modern shops. It was built shortly after Southlands and
belonged to John South Esq., in the 1840s. The last private resident
was Admiral Sir Charles Coke, and after he moved out it became
about 1926 the Clystlands private hotel, until St. Luke's College
purchased it after the last war as an additional hall of residence. In
1982 the University of Exeter, which had absorbed St. Luke's, sold
Clystlands, and it became a private nursing home.

Adjoining Southlands is Rowancroft, built in the nineteenth century
and later known as Stafford Lodge. In 1926 Miss Mary Chambers-
Hodgett established it as a boarding school for boys who intended to
proceed to ordination, with Father Dalby as Resident Principal. She
kept a small flat at the rear of the house, and died in 1939, leaving a
complicated will, which was not settled until 1954, when the college
of St. Luke's inherited the premises.

Clystlands
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Opposite Rowancroft are the Livery Dole almshouses, best seen from
their front facing Magdalen Road. The origin of the name appears to
be from the Saxon Leofhere’s Dole, i.e. share of land, and first occurs
in a document of 1279. The chapel is first mentioned in 1439 as “the
Chapel of St. Clarus without the south gate, in the parish of Hevetre,”
and may have been associated with the execution of criminals,
although nothing is known of its origins or dedication.

Executions had taken place here for centuries, as the site was ideal
from the medieval point of view because of its proximity to a cross-
roads. One of the last victims was Thomas Benet in 1531. He was a
premature reformer, and for asserting the Pope to be Anti-Christ
before Henry VIII had broken with Rome, was burnt for heresy in the
presence of the sheriff of Devon, Sir Thomas Denys. The building of
the almshouses was considered to be an act of penance by the next
generation of the family, as Sir Robert Denys set aside land for their
building by his will of 1529, and the work was completed by his son,
another Sir Thomas, in 1594. By the nineteenth century they had
passed into the ownership of Lord Rolle of Bicton, who commenced
rebuilding in 1849. As today, the architecture, design and position
were criticised, and it was pointed out that “the old Chapel will form
anything but an ornamental finish to the whole.”

Today, the almshouses form an attractive group, while the adjoining
new buildings of grey brick match quite well. At the other end of the
site is the chapel of St. Clare, constructed in the fifteenth century of red

sandstone, with side windows possibly inserted when the almshouses

were constructed. In 1844-1846 it was used for divine service while
the parish church was closed for re-building, and is still used for
weekly communion and other services.
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On the left is a large, early nineteenth-century house, now a convent
school. It was formerly called Heavitree House, a name which pre-
dated that used by Richard Ford for his house in Church Street in the
1830s, described later, and was in private hands until it and the
adjoining land was purchased about 1930 for a Roman Catholic
Church. Externally, the church is a striking building, of red brick and
stone, and must have been even more impressive before blitz
damage necessitated the removal of the top part of the tower. This
contains an enormous bell weighing four tons, at the time the second
heaviest in Devon, when its proposed installation caused unfounded
local protest, which the priest did his best to allay.

Opposite is the imposing line of Salutary Mount, now nos. 2-30 Fore
Street, the first major development which began the expansion of
Heavitree. Some of the frontages are now unfortunately disfigured,
but more damage has been done by new buildings, which were
insensitively planned to replace the war- damaged nos. 6-8 (the new
14-18 Fore Street). What is left is still attractive. The oldest of the
houses date from the first years of the nineteenth century, and no. 5
(now 12) was first occupied by a Captain Collingwood about 1805,
until his death in 1808, when he was described as a cousin of the
famous Admiral Collingwood. The large house (no. 22) now painted
white was owned for forty years from 1865 by Robert N G Baker,
son of the Heavitree Brewery firm, who raised his family here.

Livery Dole Almshouses and Chapel

Livery Dole was the scene in 1793 of a mock execution, when an
effigy of Tom Paine, the radical writer, was brought here after the
usual preliminaries in the city and hanged. The "body” was then taken
to Southernhay and burned; “his inside was formed of serpents,
rockets and other inflammatory matters” according to the Exeter
Flying Post.

From Livery Dole the road begins to drop downhill. Beyond the
Chapel is the Gordon Lamp, erected to the memory of General
Gordon after his death in 1885 in his attempt to relieve Khartoum.
The general was a friend of Prebendary Barnes, then vicar of
Heavitree, and had stayed as a guest at the vicarage. The lamp
stands on the site of the old toll-house, demolished in 1884.

Heavitree Tour

Doorway in
Salutary Mount
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On the corner of Homefield Road stands the red-brick Congregational
Chapel (now United Reformed Church) the foundation stone for
which was laid in 1902. The building, designed by Frederick ]
Commin and built by Stephens and Son, all of Exeter, replaced one
which had stood on the site for some years, and its cost was
estimated at £4,000.

Homefield Road is a quiet backwater, and commences with three
late Regency style houses on the right. Modern housing on the left
marks the site of the former Church Institution, destroyed in the blitz.
Next on the left is what may be described as the Mont-le-Grand and
Bicton Place development, built on land bought from the Baring
estate by Edward Eardley, an Exeter glass and china merchant.

The earliest buildings were known as Richmond Grove, now 47-53
Homefield Road, and consisted of four detached houses, of which
the first two are now joined together to form the white buildings of
Bramdean School. The newer building work is sympathetic, with the
window mouldings a near match, although the ground-floor bay
window is out of place. Bramdean School was opened in 1908 for
two scholars in one house, by Mr. A Clement Walters, who retired in
1935 after seeing it expand.

Richmond Grove lost its name in 1939, when Homefield Road was
named and numbered. The four houses were commenced in 1834,

Congregatioal
Chuarch. . . .
¢

Secretary : Mr. W. H. EDWARDS.

35, Cross Park Terrace. 12, Roseland Terrace.
HEAVITREE. @ HEAVITREE.

Exeter Exeter.

Pastor: REv. H. J. BARTON LEE.

and were soon followed by the three round the corner in Bicton

Place. The original plain frontages of these can still be distinguished,

although no. 2 has been gothicised with its castellation, and no. 3,
Collingwood House, disfigured by Victorian additions to the

northeast. The name Collingwood was adopted in the 1880s, and the

house has therefore no connection with the admiral who was
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The houses in Bicton Place face an open stretch of grass and trees,
above which is Mont-le-Grand, probably the most attractive area in
Heavitree. It consists of a terrace of houses (nos. 1-8) mostly three-
storied, some adorned with large fanlights and iron balustrades, the
end pair with ornamental barge-boards, and opposite, three pairs of
somewhat plainer semi-detached dwellings (nos. 9-14). All are in
Regency style, but were in fact built in 1840-41. The name Mont-le-
Grand was first used in 1837 to describe Hill House on Polsloe Road,
now known as Selsdon House, and the earliest of the Mont- le-Grand
group.

Nos. 6-8 Mont-le-Grand are an interesting example of the restoration
made posible after designation as a Conservation Area in 1978. The
task was undertaken by the Ellis Brothers of Cowley, who used their
specialist skills in addition to general building work, and the
transformation won a commendation in the Times R1CS Award
Scheme in 1981, one of only six in the country.

It is worth investigating Mont-le-Grand in some detail, as an example
ofthe upper-class residences of Heavitree. Census Returns for the last
century show that the houses were occupied by people of
independent means, or by army officers, clergy and solicitors, usually
with two servants to a household. Hill House in 1861 ran to a cook,
butler, nurse and housemaid, and in the same year the Rev. HA Box
occupied both nos. 11 and 12 with his seven children, the oldest
being twelve years old, his French mother-in-law, a pupil born in the
East Indies, and cook, housemaid, nurse and under-housemaid. The
heads of households were by the nature of their professions usually
born outside the county, some in various parts of the Empire, while
the servants were usually of local origins.

Nelson's colleague; earlier in the century it was known as Belmont. It
was built in 1835 and used as a private school, when Miss Clarence
moved here from St. Leonard’s. The 1851 Census Returns show
Elizabeth Clarence, a widow, living here with her two spinster
daughters, all described as schoolmistresses, with twelve female
pupils aged between eight and seventeen, and three servants.

Heavitree Tour

Mont-le-Grand
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The social tone of the area is best illustrated by Mrs. Frances E

Milman, daughter of a colonial bishop, widow of a baronet's son, and i o E (} “r
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As late as 1910 street-lighting was lacking, and the owner of no. 9
blamed this when he complained of “what must be numbers of
people committing a nuisance both inside and outside my gate. It is
of course all done after dark, but the tale is told by the disgusting |
spectacle that presents itself in the morning . . . [ have every reason
to believe that persons of both sexes frequently make use of the
seclusion of my grounds for purposes of theirown . . ."
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From Mont-le-Grand, a turn to the right into Polsloe Road leads on to
Regents Park, another superb development, which in spite of its
name is early Victorian, slightly later than Mont-le- Grand. Building
appears not to have started until 1843, the first houses occupied
being nos. 1-4 and the “Elizabethan Hotel” opposite. The remaining
houses were not occupied until 1848 and 1849, this delay reflecting
the depression in the Exeter building market at the time. The building
slump and the obvious imbalance of the houses, eight on the north
side and three on the south, suggest that the original plan was never
completed. Possibly a larger London style square was intended, as
the adjoining undeveloped land was owned by the builder of the
houses, John Tremble. The residents of the houses formed a similar
social group to that described in Mont-le-Grand.

From Regents Park, a return along Homefield Road leads to Fore
Street, where, running down the hill, are four large houses in
Regency style, formerly known as Homefield Place. The largest of
these, the detached house on the corner, was until recently used as a
doctor’s practice, and was occupied by a surgeon a hundred years
ago, while the pair at the other end of the group was first used as a
medical practice in the 1920s, and continued so until the doctors
moved to the new Health Centre in South Lawn Terrace in October,
1981. The end house of the pair, now no. 41 Fore Street, was at the
end of the nineteenth century the residence of Mrs Crowson,
proprietress of the Windsor Brewery, to be described later.

Regents Park
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Opposite is a group of Victorian houses,.now shops, two of which are
of special interest. Leyman’s the jewellers was founded by the
present owner's grandfather nearly a hundred years ago, and is the
oldest family business in Heavitree. The shop adjoining the Horse
and Groom Inn, until recently a greengrocer’s, was the Heavitree Fire
Station until the 1930s.

The two public houses, the Horse and Groom and the Ship, are,
apart from the ecclesiastical buildings, the oldest sites still occupied
for the same purposes in Heavitree. Both signs date back to at least
1740, although the Horse and Groom was then known as the Horse
and Jockey. Before the schools were built later in the nineteenth
century both pubs fulfilled the functions of public rooms. The Ship
was used for the annual distribution of cloth to the poor until the
1820s; coroners’ inquests took place there, and on one occasion in

1836 a prisoner was kept locked up overnight. The parish dinner for Fore Street

the poor to celebrate King George IV's Coronation was held there in

1821. Both pubs were used for refreshments after pauper funerals,
an allowance of 3/- per burial being paid until the 1820s.

Between the two public houses is Church Street, a quiet backwater
after the traffic of Fore Street, and where some attractive nineteenth-
century houses are well preserved. On the left is the Conservative
and Unionist Club, behind which down alley-ways were various
blocks of cottages such as Alma Place and Princess Place, now
cleared. All were built on the large piece of land belonging to the
Ship, the whole of which was sold by the Baring family in 1823 and
afterwards divided and subdivided.
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Nos. 9 and 11 Church Street form a pair of attractive but plain
houses, while nos. 13-17 are three Gothic buildings, with small-
paned windows and ornate wooden porches and barge-boards. No.
13 is of special local interest as it was used by the Urban District
Council for its offices from its creation in 1896 until it ceased to exist
after annexation to the city in 1913, Next is no. 19, a large, double-
fronted, three-storied late Georgian house, and beyond this is the
modern housing development on the site of what was undoubtedly
the most attractive and interesting house and garden in Heavitree,
until its destruction by the City Council after the last war.

Heavitree House was the creation of Richard Ford, traveller, artist
and man of letters, who wrote here what is probably the most well-
known book compiled in Exeter, his Hand-Book for Travellers in
Spain. Born in London of wealthy parents, he spent three years in
Spain with his family, and returned to England in 1833 because of
anticipated political unrest. He settled on Exeter as an ideal place to
live, and in a letter in 1834 gave the often-quoted description of
Exeter as "quite a capital, abounding in all that London has, except
forits fog and smoke."” But it was in Heavitree that he finally settled,
after a temporary residence in Southermhay to look round the district.

In the late summer of 1834 Ford bought a rambling old property,
which he thought Elizabethan in part, opposite Heavitree church, and
rebuilt the house in Gothic style. He furnished it with fittings from old
houses in Exeter, the staircase and much of the panelling coming
from the old King John's Tavern. Outside, he created Moorish
terraces and gardens in the extensive grounds.

Church Street

Heavitree Tour
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