
EXETER CIVIC SOCIETY
Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 27 August 2025
Present: Keith Lewis (Chair), Gert Vonhoff, Andy McKeon (Secretary), Jennifer Woodman, Jane Evans (Treasurer), Hilary Neville. Ian Maxted (non-committee member)
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.Apologies and welcome.
Apologies were received from John Monks and Pamela Wootton. KL welcomed Ian Maxted to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the 15 July meeting.
The minutes were approved. 
3. Matters arising.
Item 3. St. Thomas Newsletter advert. KL provided a copy of the St. Thomas newsletter and asked JE to include an advert in the local listings. An article about the Society would also be provided..
Item 3. Hazel Harvey papers. IM had circulated an update. IM had nearly completed the listing of the papers and other material. He still hoped that they could be accessed in a central location but they might need to be given to the Devon Heritage Centre, perhaps as a single named box to be added to the ECS papers which might avoid the DHC having to do extensive cataloguing themselves. There had been strong support at the Todd Gray event for a central location for a tourist office and historic research centre. The Devon Family History Society is now looking for new premises which might provide an opportunity.
InExeter businesses have expressed a desire for a central tourist office, and following the meeting with their CEO, KL has visited the Underground Passages reception on Paris Street which might be suitable. He has asked for further information from ECC about visitor numbers via a FOI – subsequently obtained.
Item 3. Exeter City of Literature. IM had circulated a summary of its governance and funding. Further information about what the partnership network involved would be sought. AM would ask RAMM, IM would ask the DEI
Item 3. Heritage Open Day. IM would lead a walk on 16 September and provide participants with a trail guide. It had not proved possible to advertise it on the Heritage Open Day website.
Item 3 Upper Leat. KL was still awaiting a reply from the Environment Agency. JE would make further enquiries about sewage in stream outflows affecting the leat and its silting up.
Item 3. Local Listing Information. ECC (Naomi Archer) had replied positively to HN about the future local listing process, indicating that it would be very helpful if local groups could provide any information required to support a listing. HN would contact the Devon Buildings Group and ECC about information gathering. KL would forward to HN the email form the individual supporting local listing of 416-418 Pinhoe Road so she could let him know the latest developments.
Item 3. Bowhill visit. Stuart Blaylock had agreed to guide a visit. KL would seek to arrange this for February. It might substitute for that month’s walk.
Item 3. Discovering Exeter Booklets. AM had met the Countess Wear authors who were keen that the book should be published by the Civic Society in the Discovering Exeter series. The arrangement would be that the Society would arrange and meet the cost of printing and receive any income from sales. One quote had been received for £852 for 300 copies. AM was awaiting a quote from Exe Valley printers who had printed the St. Leonard’s booklet (now received - £460 for 300, similar to the St. Leonard’s booklet costs). The authors considered the draft to be at the final stages but were awaiting comments from the Society. They hoped to launch the booklet in November or December at the Countess Wear Village Hall. IM agreed to help with the cover design using the St Leonard’s template. The committee agreed to the arrangements, subject to receiving a satisfactory quote from Exe valley.
Work had not yet started on the revision to the Heavitree booklet but the authors expected to do so in October.
4. Chair’s Update
KL had circulated a written report. Support for a central tourist office had been discussed earlier under Matters Arising.
The speaker programme is:
· 20 September Fiona Carden of CoLab invited.
· 18 October Ben Clapp, Restoration and Restorers of St Nicholas Priory. (AM)
· 15 November AGM
· 13 December Nicola Wheeler, CEO InExeter.
· 17 January John Davidson, Exeter buildings (KL)
· 21 February Internal discussion of city developments.
· 21 March Dr Julia Neville, Founding the University
· April (or May or June) Ed Dolphin on Exeter’s Trees.
Walks
· 10 September Trees in Bull Meadow Park, David Solman.
· 9 October 1920s Exeter (AM/HN with JN leading).
· 5 November Exeter City Football Club Museum and Stadium (Martin Weiler)
· 3 December St. Leonard’s Almshouses, church and school, Stephen Mariner
Social Event
It was agreed that there should be a May social event. KL would investigate using St Thomas’ Church Hall and whether David Solman might speak about St Thomas and his findings for updating the West of the Exe booklet.
5. AGM 15 November
Papers for the AGM would be circulated by 31 October. The annual report (KL) and accounts (JE) would be approved by the Committee on 28 October. Nominations of current committee members would be made and minuted at the 28 October Committee meeting (AM). GV would approach Charles Curnock to be a committee member (subsequently agreed the committee). IM agreed to join the committee. Catherine Johns would be asked to be the Independent Examiner again (JE). There would be an opportunity after the formal business to discuss the Society’s activities and City developments. The formal invitation to the AGM was agreed, subject to minor amendments (AM).  Lunch would be available after the meeting at £5 per head; AM would discuss the arrangements with Corinne Richards.
6. Local Government Reorganisation
The various options for reorganisation were discussed. Although the committee favoured a ‘Greater Exeter’ and recognised that there was little connection between Exeter and North and West Devon, no clear agreement was reached on the options so far presented.
KL had circulated a paper about Parish Councils and the need for these to be created in Exeter to encourage greater community and democratic involvement when the local authority became larger. All other districts in Devon had such councils. The meeting discussed the pros and cons of establishing parish councils. It agreed in principle that the Society could support their development in Exeter, start conversations with others where appropriate, and discuss the matter again in October.
7. Treasurer’s Report
JE circulated the management accounts which showed there had been little change in the Society’s finances. She was still waiting for information on the annual cost of maintaining the Matthew the Miller clock. She noted that payment by RAMM/ECC for the St. Leonard’s booklets had still not been received after 5 months but expected that it would be soon.
8. Strategic Planning and Highways
GV had circulated a report on the group’s activities.
It was agreed that the argument that the Energy Centre in the River Valley Park should be sited nearer to Marsh Barton station would not be pursued further as it was clear the councillors considered that a final decision had been made.
The project to improve North Street had made an excellent start in engaging businesses and residents. There would be a further workshop in late September/October which would aim to involve more business and residents and, possibly, ECC and DCC officers. The meeting would discuss some specific proposals which could then be finalised. (GV)
The Tree Preservation Task Force would undertake two case studies on the coverage of Tree Preservation Orders by ECC in Bull Meadow (the 10 September walk) and Prospect Park which might also involve residents.
9. Planning Report
Minutes of the 29 July Planning Group meetings had been circulated. The most controversial proposal which the Society would oppose was for houses at Barley Lane which would affect the ‘Green Hills’ surrounding Exeter. It was noted that ECC had strongly opposed similar proposals in Teignbridge’s local plan. It was noted that an application to develop Clarendon House had just been submitted. Few if any changes had been made to the building heights despite strong opposition to them in the consultation.  
10. Any other business
HN reported that the replacement cupola on Central Station was expected to be placed on the building on 30/31 August. She had prepared a press release welcoming the development. GV would provide a photograph if necessary.  
10. Dates of Next Meetings
Tuesday 28 October and Tuesday 16 December. Both at 2pm Southernhay United Reformed Church. AM to organise. 


