ECS Committee 23 April 2025
Chairman’s Report. Keith Lewis.
1. I thought the Spring Social at the Quaker Meeting House went well, but pity about the early termination with rain.
2. Since our last meeting I have assisted Andy on commenting upon the Society’s response to East Devon’s section 19 version of their local plan. Further consultation will come forward for the new town proposed south of the A30.
3. I submitted the society’s response to the Exeter Energy planning application but they have a little way to go to get approval due to concerns expressed by the Environment Agency. I also corresponded with ECCs chief executive (to help keep her informed) about the need to establish a wider use of Grace Road Field, and had a response from Ian Collinson (Director of Place) that he believes that the developer has submitted sufficient info regarding the wider use of the field. But I still consider that the information is far short of what the Water Lane SPD suggests should be considered. At Gert’s suggestion I will contact a few interested green party councillors who expressed concerns to him about the loss of the field.
4. I have written to the director of Co-Lab regarding a possible talk to the society, possible collaboration with the city’s community builders, and her role with The Exeter Partnership (previously Liveable Exeter Place Board), and hope to meet with her by the end of May.
5. I have been in contact with the Heavitree History Society and agreed to give a talk to them in December and to discuss the updating of the Discovering Exeter Heavitree booklet. Andy and I will meet with their representatives on 14 May to discuss this further. We should decide how we may agree to split costs/profits today.
6. The recent E&E article about the rebuilding of the Royal Clarence advised that the developer, Nooko, wish to place a time capsule under the floor. I wonder if we should make a contribution regarding the Litz plaque if the developer is minded to retain it?
7. Having followed up the replacement of the cupola to Central station, I have been advised that preparatory work will commence in June, and a GRP replica will be put in place later this year. It would be helpful if another member of the committee could monitor this.
8. We were approached by the Victorian Society about St Thomas station as a candidate for their list for this year's Top 10 Endangered Victorian and Edwardian Buildings. They said ‘It is important that the buildings we include on the list are those most in danger and which would benefit from the publicity the list attracts. Would you be able to tell me more about the present state of the building?’
With help from members Wendy Rakestow and David Solman I was able to send a response, including from Network Rails Heritage officer who advised that Exeter St Thomas is grade 2 listed as of 1974 so the building is here to stay. I’m not sure what plans for the building are but the property was transferred to Arch Co as part of the sale of the Commercial Estate portfolio. Looking on our GIS mapping we still own the freehold.
9. Following the talk by Stuart Blaylock about Bowhill and his mention that William Lucombe’s nursery was nearby, and his disappointment that he could not get a tree planted within the grounds, I thought it would be nice to celebrate Lucombe by planting a Lucombe Oak at Dunsford Gardens where there are already many mature trees. This could be accompanied by a memorial plate and perhaps a bench. Having mentioned this to David Solman you will know that he has obtained a Lucombe Oak sapling but it has to mature for perhaps two years before it can be planted out. Should we start initial conversations about its planting?
10. I was contacted by a redcoat about the state of the Higher Leat because it has become silted up adjacent to Samuel Jones, which has also resulted in the Saddles & Paddles landing pontoon now resting on the riverbed and affecting the quay wall. I have not visited the area recently but I also recall the leat being silted and with debris. The redcoat wondered if we could push for the leat to be cleared. Having contacted ECC it transpires that the EA controls the leat from Higher Wear (Mill on the Exe) and ECC have previously contacted them about this problem without an outcome; they will now follow this up. It appears that the EA has reduced the flow of water into the leat.  As part of my investigations I wondered if Cricklepit Mill had been affected (owned by Devon Wildlife Trust) and initially contacted the millwright Martin Watts who helped restore it, and gave a talk to us. It transpires that the mill stopped turning the wheel when Covid struck and it has not been used since for the milling open days. ECC advised that the inner wheel may be overgrown and the outer wheel is not in working order. I believe we should progress the issue of silting up, and to encourage DWT to recommence milling days as the mill is a crucial part of the city’s woollen trade history.
11. On 21 March a Neil Pope wrote to us about the history of 416-418 Pinhoe Road. He said ‘I have an interest in the second Anglo Boer War.  The Society may or may not be aware that the above noted properties comprise a pair of semi-detached houses that were built in 1903 as Cottage Homes for ex-servicemen from the Devonshire Regiment.  One of the cottages was funded by Alfred Lafone MP, in memory of his son (Captain Lafone), who died in the charge of the Devon’s at the battle of Waggon Hill, Ladysmith.  The other cottage was funded by his regiment and public subscription. The cottages were designed by a firm of London architects with the works undertaken by Crediton based builder.  I am only aware of one other pair of Anglo Boer War Cottage Homes in Devon, which are at Brixton, Plymouth.
These Cottage Homes retain their pleasing architectural form and appearance and have important historical links to the Devonshire Regiment, former Devon servicemen and a now largely forgotten war. Although the architectural and historic interest of 416-418 Pinhoe Road is unlikely to meet the high bar for statutory listing, I have been trying to persuade the City Council to include these Cottage Homes within its local list of buildings.  In so doing, I have drawn the Council’s attention to the further details on the Devon & Dartmoor HER reference MDV134850.  As no. 416 is currently for sale, I have also drawn the estate agent’s attention to the HER in the hope that new owners would respect the integrity of the building in any future works they may undertake. If the Exeter Civic Society has any additional information to that contained within the HER that it would be willing to share with me I would be most grateful.  I would be also be interested to know the Society's view as to whether or not it considers that these Cottage Homes should be included within the Council's local list. 
Having forwarded this to Julia and Hilary Neville and Ian Maxted I head from Julia. ‘I know these houses, at least from the outside, quite well, Curiously they were built well before any of the other houses along that stretch of road and stood in isolation for a quarter of a century.  The rest of the houses are classic 1930s Wakeham and Tucker but these were put up in 1903. They do appear in the Discovering Whipton booklet with a photograph.  And another photograph on the same page shows the original ironwork at the entrance which was removed when the houses were sold in 1991 and was (at least at the time this booklet was written) re-erected as a piece of heritage within the curtilage of the Wyvern Barrack on Topsham Road.  I would indeed have thought they were worth inclusion on the local list.
The final email from Neil Pope stated ‘I have now been contacted by the Assistant Service Lead – (DM) City Development. I have been informed, that the council will consider these cottage homes for possible inclusion within its local list. I suspect that could take some time. In the meantime, I have asked the council to confirm that as these cottage homes form part of Devon & Dartmoor HER the will be treated, in planning policy terms, as a non-designated heritage asset.’
Hilary agreed to ask ECC about the Local Listing criteria so we could determine if the houses met that and we could then consider whether to support a listing.

Society Programme.
Can committee members help find speakers for the rest of the year – July, September, October and December?
Do we want a visit to Bowhill? Following Stuart Blaylock’s talk to us I asked Wendy Rakestow if she could make an inquiry about visiting. This is what she found. ‘There is no charge for a visit - it's free. We can either have a self-guided look around or he gave me Stuart Blaylock's name as a possible guide - I explained that he had spoken to us which is what prompted the enquiry. I did mention it would be a group of us and the Society name but forgot to ask if there is a maximum number they can cope with. All Chris seemed to want is some notice so I explained that it would need to fit into ECS schedule and also Stuart's if you want to involve him as well. They currently have renovation works going on so would need to make it safe for visitors, hence requiring notice. 
7 May. Walk, city centre trees by David Solman. 
17 May. John Davidson, The lost rivers of Exeter (Taddiford, Longbrook, Shyte Brook, Northbrook and Coombe brook, and their effects on the landscape of the city).
4 June. Walk. St Leonards Almshouses, Church and School
21 June. John Smith will talk to us about Roman Life in Exeter. This will be a ‘visual presentation’ without an electronic presentation. Gert will officiate.
10 December. KL will give a talk to the Heavitree Society entitled Exeter Civic Society and our work in Heavitree.
January 2026. John Davidson will talk about A selection of Exeter Buildings and stories associated with them - including Franklin Cinema, Cavern Club, Theatre Royal, Southernhay House, Devon and Exeter Hospital (Southernhay). This is a more light-hearted talk with some musical extracts.






Planning Group Report. Keith Lewis
The planning group have met three times since the last committee meeting; late February, mid-March and early April.
At the meeting of 26 Feb meeting, we covered three weeks with very few applications causing concern. The most significant application was for a new Scout Association building at South Lawn Terrace to replace the dated timber hut. We were pleasantly surprised that stone cladding is proposed, and whilst much larger than the existing hut, this is probably necessary to support its functions, and it is intended to be a ‘civic building’.  We wrote with concerns about the proposed trees at the front not being appropriate, and that a boundary wall should be built to continue the street scene to provide enclosure. We also discussed a proposed pontoon in the canal basin as an extension for the Gin distillery at 60A Haven Road. We had mixed thoughts, with concerns about navigation, however, it was discovered that the Harbour Master agreed in principle to the installation of the pontoon, so no response was sent. We also discussed, but had no objection to, the conversion of the upper floors of the iconic Endicotts army surplus stores in West Street to residential use with adjustments to the retained ground floor sales area.
The meeting of 12 March considered just two planning lists, with no applications justifying an objection, but we did send four letters of concern with recommendations for improved proposals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting of 8 March considered four planning lists which included advanced notification of proposed student accommodation at 26-28 Longbrook Street, for 108 rooms. The block will be shorter that the John Lewis building, and already has planning approval for a similar proposal. There was a revised scheme for the redevelopment of the Wonford Inn site on Wonford Road with nine apartments. We objected to a previous proposal which was refused. We have yet to determine a response. We considered the proposal for a three storey block of seven apartments at the rear of Concorde House in Coombe Street to be acceptable because the design is similar to adjacent housing accommodation. We reviewed one relatively small application to construct a widened pedestrian access to St Magdalen Court School on Wonford Street (retrospective) because the widening of the new access has resulted in an unnecessary removal of a Heavitree Stone wall in this conservation area as part of a previous approval.  We have yet to determine if a letter of concern/objection needs to be sent.
The planning group next meet on 6th May.
