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Grounds of Larkbeare House ï  

A Survey by Exeter Civic Society, Tree Preservation Taskforce, V.1 

(Feb 2024) 

Exeter Civic Society is becoming increasingly concerned about the future of the 

magnificent mature trees and grounds at Larkbeare House. We and Devon Gardens 

Trust are undertaking surveys of the trees and grounds in order to ensure they are 

protected when the site is sold by Devon County Council at the end of this month, 

most likely to a developer. 

The 5.4 acres of landscaped grounds around Larkbeare House (built in 1862), in St 

Leonardôs between Topsham Road and the River Exe, contain one of the finest 

collections of (mature) trees in the City Centre. We fear this important contributor to 

the cityôs ógreen canopyô will be lost or severely reduced. The grounds and trees also 

provide an exceptional view from the west side of the river, where is constitutes a 

prominent viewline. 

Currently the trees are only part of the St 

Leonardôs Conservation Area, but not 

further protected. The site owner has to 

notify the City Council, if they intend to 

cut any trees down and the City Tree 

Offiers might then apply a Tree 

Preservation Order. We want to raise 

awareness of the trees on site, as well 

as of the house (which is not even locally listed, 

with the exception of the wall of Larkbeare House Gardens fronting the river).  

Our Tree Taskforce went out on 19 Feb 2024 to start identifying and listing the trees, 

as this seems not to have been done before. Hilary, Angela, Stephen and Gert were 

helped by David Solman and Ed Dolphin (Devon Gardens Trust) with their skills in 

identifying species. It was decided that we need more visits to conclude the task, so 

we will continue next week. If the grounds remain open it would take a summer visit 

to examine the acorns of the non-native oaks to confirm their identity and to look at 

the foliage and fruit of trees that cannot fully be identified in spring. Ed Dolphin works 

on a similar listing for the Devon Gardens Trust and we agreed to stay in close 

contact and exchange materials and findings.  

There are many magnificent older trees around the site including some large Cedars 

and Giant Redwoods. Some, such as the very large Oak on the roadside boundary 

and the Small-leaved Lime on the riverside boundary, appear to be even older than 

the house, dating back to when the site was agricultural land outside the city. The 

lowest part of the garden has some lovely Italian Alders. There are a number of Cork 

Oak trees which appear to have been planted at the time of the 1953 Coronation, 

and we found a good number of trees which look to be 25-30 years old.   (Trees 

planted for the millennium would have been about 5 years old at planting.) 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ     
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Exeter City Council commissioned an assessment of the economic and social 

benefits of our city wide treescape by the internationally recognised company 

Treeconomics whose headquarters are on Exeter Science Park.  Their report, 

Valuing Exeter's Urban Forest, was published in 2023 

(https://www.treeconomics.co.uk/reports/exeter-i-tree-eco-report/ ).  The mix of a 

wide variety of mature and younger trees, both deciduous and evergreen, makes the 

grounds of Larkbeare a prime candidate for the conservation and development of 

Exeter's tree cover as outlined in the report which recommends that we should 'aim 

to retain large, mature trees wherever possible, as large trees provide the most 

benefits - make them parts of developments rather than lose them' (p41).  It also 

points out: 

The trees that offer the greatest benefits are those that are larger and therefore have a 

greater canopy cover. Trees are more likely to achieve larger canopies through 

appropriate management, species selection, and planting location. This can also allow 

biodiversity value to increase, maintenance costs to be reduced, and a less stressed 

tree stock of generally better quality, which in turn reduces the susceptibility of trees to 

pests and diseases. (p.40) 

Exeter Civic Society therefore asks 

¶ Exeter City Council to put Tree Preservation Orders on the trees; we are in 

contact with Joe Morshead as ECC Tree Manager; 

¶ present and future owners to keep the Grounds of Larkbeare House not only 

in their present biodiversity, but also to guarantee appropriate management; 

¶ Devon County Council as current owner of the site together with Exeter City 

Council to try to safeguard public access to the grounds or at least part of 

them; the grounds have potential in the rising interest in eco-tourism, 

especially as they are so close to the Quay as the cityôs second most visited 

tourist attraction;  

¶ that Larkbeare House will be at least locally listed; we are in contact with 

Dianne Long from Devon Gardens Trust and with their conservation officer 

Jonathan Lovie for looking into a listing. 

To keep this biodiverse sensible area with its green canopy is even more important 

as the Holloway Street / Topsham Road street corridor is notorious as one of the 

most badly polluted areas in Exeter due to car emissions. 

When publsihed in 2023, the above mentioned report for the first time put an 

economic value on Exeterôs trees, naming the value of the Annual Carbon 

Sequestration of all trees at Ã1,390,000 and their Replacement Costs (CTLA) at Ã111 

million and the Amenity Valuation (CAVAT) at Ã1,32 billion (p.6).  

Exeter Civic Society thinks it is high time to include figures like this in the 

consideration of the future of the grounds of Larkbeare House, and its 

evaluation in the current sales process. 

https://www.treeconomics.co.uk/reports/exeter-i-tree-eco-report/
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мΥ IƻƭƳ hŀƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊǎ hŀƪǎ όнύ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ  

 

 

нΥ wƻǿ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΩǎ hŀƪǎ 
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оΥ hŀƪ όƳƛŘŘƭŜΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜύΣ ǿƛǘƘ IƻƳŜ hŀƪ όмύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ  

 

 

пΥ  н [ŜȅƭŀƴŘƛƛ 
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