Newsletter  Summer 2021
Exeter is gearing up for 12,000 new homes

T

he new Exeter Local Plan is being prepared by the City Council. It will be the main
planning policy document for the city and will include a vision and objectives for Exeter, a
development strategy, sites for development and a series of planning policies. Once adopted,
the new Local Plan will replace the Core Strategy and the current Local Plan Review. The
Council will issue consultation documents this September and I hope members will join me in
scrutinising the proposals and formulating a response from the Society.
The City Council has been very clear
about their desire to build 12,000
homes in the city over the next 20
years on previously developed sites,
with 5,500 proposed at Marsh Barton,
1,500 at Water Lane, nearly 1,000 at
Eastgate, and 1050 at Sandygate,
along with a number of other smaller
sites. Much of the land is owned by
the city council and other authorities,
with the development of sites
overseen by the city council’s
Liveable Exeter team, who I am
reliably advised is currently looking
at land consolidation and the
Vision for Marsh Barton
infrastructure requirement for each
site. The Council has recently received government funding to develop these sites.
I support the council in taking control of development across the city because this should help
them build social homes for those who cannot afford to buy a home. But some of these sites
will require a large amount of infrastructure. Every 1,000 homes can generate 210 primary age
children and 150 of secondary age. Development at Marsh Barton could result in a need for
two new primary schools, as well as shops, medical services, playgrounds and playing fields.
All of this will reduce the amount of land available for employment, and with land at a
premium within the city, many jobs could move out of the city.
Keith Lewis
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I

hope you are feeling more positive about life now that most of you will have had at least one
Covid vaccination, and hopefully both. With the possible lifting of restrictions from mid July
we are planning to resume our monthly meetings from the 18th of September, although we are
still looking for a venue because Belmont Chapel’s facilities will not be available in 2021. We
hope this will be followed by a celebration of Sabine BaringGould in October; the event
deferred from last year after public gatherings were banned, although we did unveil a blue
plaque for him on the day restrictions were announced. Our planned activities are listed at the
end of the Newsletter. Offering talks via the internet has been successful, and I must thank our
new member David Taylor for overseeing the technology which has enabled these, but due to a
speaker cancelling, we will not offer a talk in July.
Management of the society is always a fluid matter so I have announcements and appeals in
respect of future membership of our committee from our next AGM in November. Ruth
McLeish, our events coordinator wishes to stand down after about 6 years in this role, during
which time she has done an excellent job in organising a monthly speaker and a monthly visit.
And our secretary, Ian Watt, also wishes to stand down. Both positions are critical to the
Society’s operations so I am appealing to members, particularly those who are newer to the
society, to help fill these positions. The secretary’s role largely revolves around organising
meetings and answering correspondence and is not too onerous. The events coordinator’s role
is core to what many of you enjoy about the society, and I do wonder if two or more people
could share this work as a team, rather than to leave it to one person. I am happy to talk to any
members who may wish to find out more about these roles. Please either telephone me on
07964 219153, or email keithatecs@gmail.com .

Planning Group

Pamela Wootton

T

his marvellous weather must be ideal for all the house extensions at rear and sides which
seem to be going on all over Exeter if the great number of approved applications by
householders are being implemented, and that’s not counting the many, possibly simpler,
extensions which are benefitting from Permitted Development Rights and have no need to seek
further approval.
There are of course many other applications which are not concerned with dwellings but
improvements to family houses continues to occupy more than half of each lengthy weekly list.
The firms who make the huge sheets of toughened glass needed for all those sliding doors
opening kitchens to gardens must be having a very successful year. The variety of layouts and
the ingenuity by which home offices, extra family space, utility rooms and en suite bathrooms
are achieved is fascinating and shows how well householders have used the enforced time to
work out how to cope with a changing world, and it shows optimism too.
Exeter has a very optimistic outlook altogether at the moment with opening of splash pools
already and of swimming pools and leisure centre to come and even the High Street has
several points of active and proposed uses of otherwise vacant buildings. You will remember
that last year a developer eventually gained approval to convert the House of Fraser to a hotel
with spa, restaurant and bars, with the shop frontage along High Street becoming four separate
shops and the relatively slight alterations to the building being acceptable. Work started
immediately and it was interesting, perhaps nostalgic, to see the Colsons name repeated
several times above the shop windows as the projecting canopy, added by the House of Fraser,
was taken down.
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On the opposite side of High Street, at the corner of
Lower Gandy Street, a much more contentious
application had been made to convert the upper
floors of 228 to nine apartments, seven of which
would have windows jettied out over the narrow and
already dimlylit passageway. Third floor extensions
at either end were obtrusive and we also objected to
the metal cladding of that storey. The developers
made several revised attempts but eventually
produced an acceptable version without the over
sailing windows and with only two, better planned,
228 High Street
apartments on the third floor which gave an
improved roof line. There will still be metal cladding but the materials will be carefully
scrutinised by the planners and it won’t be shiny. This week the developer will have received
the letter of approval.
In our last letter of objection to this application we added a suggestion that the city council
should take the opportunity to enhance the entrance from High Street to this sad passageway
with attractive signage alerting visitors and residents to the delights of the shops and
restaurants of Gandy Street and the Museum and Gardens beyond. What do you think?
Back across High Street again the three properties between the hoteltobe and Martins Lane
are currently applying to retain the ground floor retail units as shops with some improvements
to the windows and to convert the three floors above to student accommodation in the form of
nine small flats for two or three and two individual studios. This will entail an entrance from
Martins Lane and new windows on several floors. We [Planning Group] have not yet
‘discussed’ this proposal but we may well find the reconfiguration is an improvement to a very
mundane building. Have you any comments? Like me you may find it surprising that students
wish to live in the centre of the city but the youngest member of the Planning Group assures
me that they do and I am sure that the developers have researched this thoroughly.
Meanwhile the University has recently received out
line approval for its plans to increase campus
accommodation, especially for first year students,
by combining and enlarging three existing areas.
The Clydesdale accommodation will be demolished
and rebuilt with more storeys but lower at the north
end towards private dwellings. Land now occupied
by the greenhouses and workshops of the service
centre which cares for the grounds and gardens of
the University will be rebuilt as the Nash [possibly
Birks Grange Village
Nash Grove] component of the scheme; rebuilding
of the last existing component of the 1960s Birks Halls and work on existing newer buildings
will bring the whole Birks Grange Village into an even bigger community than the almost
completed East Park on the other side of the campus. Between them they will house about two
thousand four hundred in selfcatering accommodation.
At the same meeting the University received permission to relocate the grounds services centre
to the highest point of the campus on a wide area they have long been using for piling ‘pruned’
plant material and where new greenhouses, workshops and offices will be ideally situated.
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This report seems to be limited to two areas of Exeter which I have dealt with in unusual detail
as they may interest you. We have studied hundreds of applications in the last four months
and objected to about fifteen of them. Some of them have been refused, some were acceptably
revised and some are still undecided, often because the applicants are required to produce
more documentation. If you have been intrigued by any weekly listed subjects we may have
dealt with but not detailed here ring me on 01392 275332, I would be glad to hear from you.
There are two current subjects on which I would like members’ views, one very centrally in
Exeter and one on the edge. You may remember earlier this century, during the application
period for the new Princesshay, the controversy about the height of the Debenhams building
seen above Cathedral Close from the far side of the Green, but soon after completion noone
seemed to find it particularly noticeable or objectionable. A current application to construct a
multiscreen cinema in part of the third floor of the empty Debenhams would need to lift the
roof by about an extra metre to accommodate the raked auditoria of the four small cinemas but
the roofline would be less uneven than at present. Planning Group has not objected as we find
the cinemas a good use for part of the redundant building and we expect the view of the
roofline from the War Memorial to be as unremarkable and unremarked as it has been for the
last fifteen years, but if you wish to question our view please say so now.
The application on the edge is for a large barn in the southernmost field of Rixlade Farm, just
beyond the top entrance to Mincinglake Valley Park, to become a Farm Shop. We are waiting
for more documents but so far the Planning Group is, most unusually, split on this … one half
considering that a Farm Shop is just what is needed at the rural edge within easy reach of very
many family houses, and the other half considering that it will lead to extra dangerous traffic
on Stoke Road, already used by commuters from north of Exeter. What do you think? We will
need to decide soon whether to object or not.
A happy note to end on. In the February Newsletter one
paragraph noted that we had objected to the ostentatious barrel
awnings which would head all twelve windows at The Ivy, facing
on to Cathedral Green, Broadgate and High Street. After being
harried by repeated requests for revision by ourselves and a very
helpful case officer the owners eventually revised the plans (which
were otherwise acceptable) received permission and opened their
prestigious restaurant without the awnings disfiguring the fine
building facing the Cathedral.

River, Canal & Quayside Group

Peter Nickol

O

nce again we have joined with Planning Group to lodge a planning objection. The owners
of Unit B, 38 Commercial Road – part of the warehouse group adjacent to the river, just
below Cricklepit Bridge – have opened a restaurant, Ganbeis. In doing so they created a
customer entrance onto the alleyway joining Commercial Road and the bridge. They also
added (or tried to) a takeaway service hatch, and we have objected to the takeaway service and
to anything that would lead to crowding in the alleyway – which is already darker and
narrower than is suitable for its pedestrian and cyclist traffic. We also expressed our concerns
to the Council about the use made by the owners of the Commercial Road frontage, which is
designated for retail use but appeared to be being used as a garage.
Exeter Canal and Quay Trust (ECQT) is the body that owns and controls many of the
properties on the Quay and around the canal basin. Recently ECQT has canvassed views about
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how it operates: its vision, its range of activities, etc. It did this initially through a survey, but
followed up by contacting organistions that showed an interest in engagement. As part of this
process it contacted the Civic Society, and we took the chance to emphasise some of RCQ’s
longheld principles: the symbiotic link between the canal and the buildings on the basin, and
the need to give something back to the canal from these buildings’ substantial income
generation; the need for a better link between the Quay and the City Centre; and our wish to
see the public able to walk right round the canal basin, which isn’t quite the case at present.
Other activity in the Valley Park, completed or continuing, includes:
• The refurbishment of the swing bridge across the canal, at the bottom of Clapperbrook Lane
East, leading to Double Locks.
• The start of work on the new railway station at Marsh Barton.
• Preliminary surveying work on Trews Weir, which shows signs of wear that will possibly
require major work.
The Friends of Exeter Ship Canal was formed five years ago, guided partly by the Civic Society
and partly by local members of the Inland Waterways Association. Throughout its five years
the Friends have been chaired by John Monks, but now he has retired to leave others to
continue his good work. He has been the driving force behind establishing a rapport with the
City Council, encouraging them to treasure the canal and look to breathe new life into it.

The Work of Exeter Connect and Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods
Keith Lewis

O

n Saturday 19 June we had an online talk by Johanna
Korndorfer of Exeter Connect. We discovered that Exeter
Connect is operated by Exeter City Council with 3 years of funding
to replace Exeter’s Council for Voluntary Services, which had
charitable status, but had struggled for funding. She told us about
the many initiatives and projects they support to help people and
groups living in difficult circumstances, and that there are
Community Builders working in every ward to identify groups,
support groups,and identify where there is a lack of groups and
local engagement.

She then told us that Exeter was one of the first cities to establish Low Traffic Neighbourhoods
in the 1970s with changes to streets in Newtown to restrict traffic, and prevent through traffic.
Similar changes have been made in the Barton Road area of St Thomas to stop drivers 'rat
running' from Cowick Lane to Cowick Street.
Johanna also told us that many roads are considered too busy for parents and children to walk
on, so they use their car rather than put up with dangerous roads and pavements. We also
learned that 50% of peak time traffic is from outside of the city. Planners need to start planning
streets for people rather than for cars.
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From script to print to hypertext: two millennia of
Exeter’s written heritage with Ian Maxted

O

nline Zoom Wednesday 21 July 2021, 7 to 8pm Tickets from RAMM Website £8 (£6
Friends of RAMM)

Ian Maxted, one of the Civic Society’s blue plaques team and renowned expert on Devon and
Exeter books will be giving an illustrated online talk on Exeter’s written heritage at 7pm on 21
July, organised by RAMM’s Friends.
The talk celebrates Exeter’s UNESCO City of Literature award in 2020 by tracking literacy in
Exeter across the centuries, revealing the changing forms in which the written word reached
people here. From coins through graffiti, monumental inscriptions, scrolls and manuscripts,
print, and then into the digital world of the internet, he shows there is a continuity running
through all the developments. The internet has not killed the book, just as the printed book did
not kill the manuscript.
Ian gave a fascinating talk to Civic Society members to mark the occasion of the renewal of
Thomas Bodley’s blue plaque in 2019, focusing on the books from Exeter which helped form
the basis of Oxford University’s Bodleian Library. This talk will cover two thousand years of
Exeter literacy, from the common people to the great and the notsogood. An absorbing story
from a real expert.
Tickets are available from the RAMM website Exeter RAMM (admitone.eu) Proceeds from the
talk will go to supporting RAMM and its collection; support which for example helped RAMM
to buy a stunning watercolour of Exeter Cathedral by Thomas Girtin and to fund ‘Museum at
Large’  look out for RAMM inspired artists commissions on the streets of Exeter during the
last weekend of October

Forthcoming Events  2021
Event

Date
Saturday 18 September
Venue to be advised

10.30

Friday 1 October. 13.00 – 17.00
Southernhay Church Hall

Saturday social and talk by John Monks about the Friends of
Exeter Ship Canal
A celebration of Sabine BaringGould organised by the Blue
Plaques team. Talk by Ian Maxted, songs by Wren Music, and
exhibition.

Saturday 16 October
Venue to be advised

10.30.

Saturday social and talk by

Saturday 20 November
Venue to be advised

10.30

Annual General Meeting and social meeting

Saturday 18 December
Venue to be advised

10.30

Saturday social and talk by Jon Bell about the History of
Cinemas in Exeter. Should be very entertaining.
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Contact Information
President:

Havel Harvey

Chairman:

Vacant

Acting Chairman:

Keith Lewis

keithatecs@gmail.com

Secretary:

Ian Watt

ianabwatt@gmail.com Tel: 07515 132315

Treasurer:

Jane Evans

ecs.membership@gmx.com

Membership Secretary:

Jane Evans

ecs.membership@gmx.com

Events Coordinator:

Ruth McLeish

ruthmcleish@gmail.com

Planning Group Chairman:

Pamela Wootton

p.m.wootton@exeter.ac.uk

River & Canal Group Chairman:

Peter Nickol

pnickol@phonecoop.coop

Highways & Transport Group
Chairman:

Keith Lewis

keithatecs@gmail.com

Tel: 01392 254068
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Tel: 07964 219153

Tel: 07964 219153

