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Founded in 1961

The General Buller statue
This outstanding statue, which is a listed monument,
was proposed to be relocated by Exeter City Council
until a directive from the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government put a
stop to it. The council felt under pressure to review
the appropriateness of the statue following the Black
Lives Matter movement in 2020. He is one of many
British colonial leaders accused of ill-treating black
people, but in his case such actions are unclear.
Members can find out more about Buller’s life and
the erection of the statue at our on-line talk on 17th
April by Robert Guyver.

Harlequins Centre
Following the City Council’s
approval of this planning
application for a hotel and co-living
accommodation, the Society joined
a number of other concerned
organisations in writing to the
Secretary of State asking that he call
in the application because we
considered the council had not taken
full account of the impact upon St
David’s Conservation Area and the
City Centre Conservation Area, and
the buildings and people located there. The threshold for the Secretary of State accepting such
a request is set very high (causing significant harm to an area), and on this occasion his
officers determined that this was not met. The current economic situation will be a factor in
determining whether this development proceeds, but it is probably clear to most of us that the
future of the Harlequins Centre as a successful retail centre has probably passed.
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Clifton Hill Residential Proposals

This planning application is on the site of the
former Clifton Hill Sports Centre for 43
homes, including 11 social housing flats. It is
proposed by Exeter City Council via their
wholly owned development company Exeter
City Living Ltd. The Society objected to the
application because the proposals did not
meet the council’s own Residential Design
Guide which sets out how sites can be

efficiently developed. We asked why private
developers should be expected to follow such
guidance if the city council itself does not.
We also objected to the positioning of some
new buildings close to mature trees threatening their roots, and blocking light to living
rooms. But the application was approved. We
will monitor this development to see whether
the final layout works as well as they intend.

Acting Chairman’s Report
First, I must thank Peter Wadham for the past
four years of dedicated work in leading the
society as chairman. His knowledge of local
history and political workings has been so
useful in ensuring the Society’s work and
events have allowed us to meet our constitutional commitments. And thanks also to
Felicity Murdin, a past chairman, and Sandra
Semple, who both retired from the committee
at the end of 2020. John Monks has been
replaced as treasurer by Jane Evans, but he
remains a member of the committee.

Keith Lewis

1. To promote high standards of planning and
architecture;
2. To educate the public in the geography,
history, natural history and architecture of the
city; and
3. To secure the preservation, protection,
development and improvement of features of
historic or public interest.
Many of you enjoy the meetings and visits we
offer throughout the year (unfortunately
curtailed during the present Covid 19 restrictions), but much of the work undertaken for
objects 1 and 3 is done by a small group of

The Society operates in many ways to meet
our constitutional objectives:
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dedicated members who scrutinise committee
papers and local proposals. We and our
founding members believe that such work is
crucial if our local councils are to be held to
account for what they propose for the city –
and in some cases, fail to do for the city.

New and active members are the lifeblood of
any voluntary organisation, so we hope to
ensure we publicise our ideas and concerns
about issues in Exeter, and on our borders, as
widely as possible using the limited media
options available to us. Please do not hesitate to
contact me with any concerns or ideas you have.

When we surveyed members about their
reasons for joining the Society many said it
was because of concerns about how the city
was being developed. So I want to offer all
members an opportunity to become more
engaged with the work of the society, whether
it relates to historical or developmental
matters. I hope that you will be given an
opportunity to observe or join our subgroups’ work throughout 2021.

With the on-going restrictions it may not be
possible to hold an AGM for the end of the
2019/20 year, and whilst the committee has
not made any decision yet, our next AGM
may not be until November 2021. If any
member has any concerns about this they can
write to me or our secretary Ian Watt – all
contact information is at the end of this
newsletter.

River, Canal and Quayside Group
What used to be Northbrook golf course, and
was at one stage projected for housing
development, is now retained by the City
Council as green space, to be managed and
developed by Devon Wildlife Trust. This will
ensure a valuable and substantial green
corridor linking Riverside and Ludwell
Valley Parks.

Peter Nickol

planning application expressed our view that
it should be linked with the canal basin to
which it owes its existence. However, it is
likely that Units 3 and 4 of the warehouse
(adjacent to Haven Banks water sports centre)
will be developed as office space.
The Friends of Exeter Ship Canal, whose
aims for the canal we wholeheartedly support,
have been proactive this year, and have
successfully applied for the canal, with the
basin and Quay, to be granted the status of
Heritage Harbour, as you may have seen in
the local press. We hope for great things
stemming from this recognition.

We would like very much to see a flow of
water restored to the leat between St James
Weir and the Paper Mill at Countess Wear
Village, but with the continuing collapse of
the weir the prospects for this look thin,
unless a new and ingenious solution (and the
money to go with it) comes forward.

Recently we have turned out attention towards
the housing schemes that we can expect to be
brought forward by the City Council via their
Liveable Exeter programme and Exeter City
Living council-owned developer. We already
have concerns about two plots for which
proposals are likely to come forward: the
Exeter Water Sports Association site on the
canal basin, and the narrow grass bank between
the river and Bonhay Road just to the north of
Exe Bridges.

We have taken an interest in several planning
applications. Marsh Barton Station seems
sure to happen, with funding at last secured.
Our concern here was with the layout of the
cycle and pedestrian bridge, pressing for this
to be aligned so as to lead conveniently into
the Valley Park and the Clapperbrook Bridge
crossing.
Maclaines Warehouse has been an issue over
several years, and we have with each new
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Tall Buildings Survey – request for help
Thomas Piggott, third year Geography and Urban Planning student,
University of the West of England (UWE Bristol)
As part of my dissertation, I have tasked myself with creating a survey about tall
buildings and tall building policy – my dissertation focuses on my hometown of Norwich
(who do not currently have a tall building policy or strategy). I have chosen to target
organisations and people, such as you, whom I believe have an invested interest in this
subject and may have strong opinions and knowledge on implementation of tall buildings
and their policy.
I would be very grateful if you could partake in my short, anonymous survey (less than 5
minutes). I have linked the survey below.
https://uwe.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1GPMEP6EAwdPnqC

Planning Group

Pamela Wotton

As sub-committees of Exeter Civic Society
are now to be known as Groups this, the first
since February 2020, is the report of Planning
Group. Apart from the fact that we no longer
meet each month to exchange views, discuss
whether we should object to certain of the
newly notified plans or to ask case officers
for more information, and to agree on the
contents of any letter we may write, the
planning group’s work has continued as
normal though even heavier.

the house at rear or side and sometimes
upwards, often enlarging the kitchen or
providing an extra study or work room.
Usually this has little effect on the street scene
and even an extra house in a large garden is
sometimes acceptable, but we have objected
recently to several new dwellings in very
awkward situations which leave insufficient
outdoor space for both the new build and the
original, or give dangerous access on a bend or
do not relate well to neighbouring housing and
are detrimental to the community. The
Formerly, Planning sub-committee members
government insists that Exeter must build
communicated with each other in the group of
houses but the Council wisely cannot approve
five or singly by email and individually by
all such attempts.
telephone, and discussed significant
applications at our monthly meetings.
One of our recent objections however has been
Currently we are managing to ‘discuss’ and
to a feature of a proposal that the higher
so come to a consensus without meeting, but
eschelons of the Council probably do favour.
of course that means many more telephone
We accept that the ground floors of the
and email ‘conversations’ to be sure of
venerable building which faces Cathedral
several of us agreeing on any action. As you
Yard, Broadgate and the High Street should
may imagine all of that takes much longer
become The Ivy, a prestigious restaurant which
than a three hour meeting. The advertised
will improve the standing of central Exeter, but
applications are as numerous, often about one we have objected to the ostentatious barrel
hundred a month, and all are examined.
awnings which would head all twelve windows
and a prominent porch.
Many house holders stuck at home have clearly
been thinking of 'improvements' by extending
Near the other end of High Street you may
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remember that a developer was eventually
given permission to build student
accommodation at the top of Longbrook
Street on a site made up of a long-vacant plot
plus the King Billy public house. That
approval, which was just about acceptable to
us too, was gained after several years of
amendments of plans to which we had
successfully objected. But the permission was
never implemented and now after three years
the developers are applying for it to continue.
We and the Planning officer have no idea
whether they intend to start work or merely to
extend the permission for another three years.
In the present uncertain world they probably
have no idea either.

An Air Source Heat Pump on the roof of
Cricklepit Mill which is unobtrusive and will
contribute towards Devon Wildlife Trust’s
intention of becoming Carbon neutral; well
prepared revised drawings completing the
long process of reconverting two linked listed
houses in Howell Road to family homes after
being a nurses home and then offices;
remaking the main roof of 1 Barnfield
Crescent (location of the Elsie Knocker
plaque) with new insulation, flashings and
impressive slates; the creation of a Children’s
Home at the closed Globe public house in
Newtown which is recommended for
approval at the Council Planning Committee
meeting on Monday after thorough
consideration by many statutary bodies and
many months of work by the case officer.

You may be cheered by a few varied
examples of proposals which have pleased us
recently:

Exeter University’s Hidden Cities project
Hilary Neville
There’s a new free history trail for Exeter,
produced by Exeter University in
collaboration with RAMM. If you’d like to
get an idea of what life was like in the city in
the late sixteenth century, do download the
App from Google Play or the Apple App
Store and give it a try - search for “Hidden
Exeter”. Or, if you don’t use a smartphone,
have a look at the associated website:
https://www.hiddencities.eu on your
computer or phone.

history/history-trails/. The new trail is an
excellent addition to what is available.

With the Tourist Information Centre and
Central Library closed for now, and Redcoat
Tours on hold, people looking to explore the
history of Exeter’s streets and buildings are
more likely than ever to look online for
information. Both the City Council and
RAMM have some themed heritage trails
which can be used as guides e.g. RAMM’s
“Exeter Time Trails”. The Civic Society itself
has two trails which can be found here:
https://www.exetercivicsociety.org.uk/exeter-

The smartphone trail invites you to take a
walk around the centre of Exeter in the
company of (once real-life) Thomas
Greenwood, a city steward in 1588, to hear
about life in the public spaces of the city at
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the time. Stopping at certain points e.g. the
Guildhall, the Carfax, Southernhay, you can
hear about trade, security, crime and
punishment, the compulsory muster, and
more. If your phone allows GPS tracking,
Thomas Greenwood’s voice can be triggered
just by arriving at the relevant spot. But GPS
is optional, and you can hear what he has to
say without enabling tracking, just by
clicking on the relevant buttons on the screen.
The fact that you don’t have to be at the
actual place in order to hear the audio does
mean, of course, that you could follow the
trail from your armchair - ideal if you’re selfisolating.

with several red dots on it, representing the
stops on the tour. Clicking on the red dots
bring up information relevant to each point.
Each location has links across to the other
cities in the project so that you can, for
example, jump from reading about St
Petrock’s Church in Exeter to St Nicholas’
Church in Hamburg for comparison.
The Hidden Cities project is an academic one,
but as Dr. Kate Osborne, one of the project
team, says, the idea of producing the app is “to
make academic research more accessible to a
wider public audience - visitors to Exeter in
particular, but really for anyone interested in
Exeter’s history”. If you’d like to hear more
about the development of this trail, you can
watch a video of the developers talking about
the trail on the St Nicholas Priory website
here:
https://www.nicholaspriory.com/hiddenexeter/
Please don’t forget to make a donation to the
Priory if you watch it.

The developers think that it takes about an
hour to do the walk in real life. It’s worth
spending a bit of time beforehand finding
your way around the app, and what links take
you where. There are “discover more” links
which give more information about places
and contemporary artefacts, some of them
held in RAMM’s collection

There’s a trail for each of the cities covered so
far, all of them relating to the early modern
period (15th–17th centuries), and they hope to
add more. I’m all set now to take a trip to
Hamburg and follow the trail there just as soon
as it’s safe to travel…

The project covers several European cities:
Exeter, Deventer (Netherlands), Hamburg
(Germany), Trento (Italy) and Valencia
(Spain). Select the Exeter option, and you’ll
see an image of John Hooker’s map of Exeter
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Lockdown Bookshelf

Ian Maxted

I have been working on the Devon bibliography during lockdown #3, particularly with the
"Devon in the 1920s" project directed by the Devon History Society with Dr Julia Neville. This
has led me to investigate which of the tens of thousands of Devon books I have been listing were
available on-line as full text without taking out a subscription. It is surprisingly difficult to
gather collections of early books of Exeter interest, and so I thought that a sample of what I have
discovered for the 18th and 19th centuries might be interesting. If you click on the links you will
be taken straight to a digitised version of the original text. So, during lockdown you have a
growing bookshelf of early texts to hand for you to browse.
Musgrave, William. Antiquitates Britanno-Belgicae, 1719.
- Archive.org full text. This first item is one of several works
available on-line by the famous Exeter medical practitioner and
antiquarian William Musgrave. All are in Latin, extremely unusual
even at that date, and some are illustrated with engravings of
archaeological finds.
Shapter, Thomas. The history of the cholera in
Exeter in 1832. - London : John Churchill,
1849. - This important work with its wood
engraved illustrations showing the conditions
of the poorer classes in Exeter and its
pioneering map of the distribution of cholera
cases picks up on Mike Richards recent Zoom talk to the Society on the
history of Exeter hospitals, and also has echoes of the pandemic we are
going through today. Archive.org full text
Shapter, Thomas. Report on the state of Exeter. - 1845. - Google books
full text. - Shapter's work was well regarded and his report to the
Commissioners for Inquiring into the State of Large Towns and Populous Districts is also
available on-line. Exeter City Council. Annual report for 1897 on the sanitary work, vital statistics &c. - Exeter:
Printed by Burridge and Cannicott, Musgrave Alley, High Street, 1898. - Archive.org full text. The work of Shapter and others led to the Public Health Acts of 1872 and 1875 which made it a
statutory duty for local authorities to appoint medical officers of health. Their annual reports
provide detailed information on public health and, thanks to the Wellcome Medical Library,
many have been digitised.
Devon County Lunatic Asylum. The report of the Committee of Visitors and Medical
Superintendent of the Devon County Lunatic Asylum. - Exeter: Printed by W. Norton, 1855.
- Archive.org full text. - Mental hospitals were also evolving during the Victorian era and the
Wellcome Library has made available for digitisation its collection of reports for the asylum in
Exminster, now a development of bijou residences.
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Charity Commissioners. The Report of the Commissioners Concerning Charities ... Exeter. Exeter, 1825. - Google books full text. - Hospitals and almshouses fell within the scope of the
Charity Commissioners whose detailed reports were published during the 1820s and 1830s.
Freeman, Edward Augustus. Exeter. - 1887. - Google books full text. - Many 19th century
guidebooks and histories have been digitised. The following are just a hors d'oeuvre:
•

Jenkins, Alexander. Civil and ecclesiastical history of the City of
Exeter. - 1841. - Google books full text. -

•

Cotton, William. Gleanings from the municipal and cathedral records.
- 1877. - Google books full text. -

•

Worthy, Charles. The history of the suburbs of Exeter. - 1892.
- Google books full text. -

•

Shorto, Edward H. Some notes on the church of St. Petrock, Exeter. 1878. - Google books full text. -

And a few oddities:
Montagu, George. Supplement to the Ornithological dictionary. - 1813. - Google books full text.
- An important work that was printed in Exeter by Woolmer for a group of London booksellers
and publishers.
Bull, John. Observance of the rubric. A letter addressed to Henry Lord Bishop of Exeter. - 1844.
- Google books full text. - Just one example of the controversies that surrounded the notorious
bishop of Exeter Henry Phillpotts. Was Exeter a model for some of the characters in Trollope's
Barchester chronicles?

Walking on the Exe

Pamela Wotton

Exeter may have been chilly recently but not as cold as in February 1963. For weeks the
pavements of Powderham Crescent and other quiet roads were hazardous with ice and
impacted snow although many roads were cleared. When my husband went to Moscow early
in March the Moskva river was still fully frozen and loaded with the winters’ snow shovelled
from the streets, as was usual in Russia.
More unusually the Exe had been frozen too with the ice thick enough to walk on at the quay.
Not many Exeter people went down to the quay in those days but the ice was judged to be safe
and a few of us walked across from ferry steps to ferry steps and back again quite quickly.
There was nothing to stay for on the west side of the river among dark sheds and railway lines
at the head of the basin. There was little to stay for on the east side either among the working
warehouses and the still unapproachable Custom House but at least that year we walked on
the Exe.
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Forthcoming events
Forthcoming Events – by Zoom
Saturday 20th March. 11.00
The Poor in Exeter in the 19th and 20th century. Jackie Holdstock
Saturday 17th April. 11.00
General Redvers Buller’s Life. Robert Guyver

Contact information
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Tel: 07964219153
Secretary
Ian Watt ianabwatt@gmail.com
Tel:07515132315
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Jane Evans ecs.membership@gmx.com
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Jane Evans ecs.membership@gmx.com
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Ruth McLeish ruthmcleish@gmail.com
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Pamela Wootton p.m.wootton@exeter.ac.uk
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Highways & Transport Group chairman
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