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Annual General Meeting 11:00, 20th November 2021

H

aving not held an AGM in 2020 because of the Covid19
risks we were uncertain how many people would
attend this AGM with infection levels still high in the south
west. But 27 members attended the meeting at the Mint
Methodist Church to listen to reports from the acting
chairman, treasurer and membership secretary, and chaired
by our ever present president Hazel Harvey.
We heard that three members of the 2019 committee had
resigned in the previous year  Peter Wadham as chairman,
Felicity Murdin and Sandra Semple, and tragically we heard
that our secretary Ian Watt died in September this year. Ruth Pamela Wootton centre with, left to
McLeish who has stood down as Programme Coordinator right, Keith Lewis, chairman, Hazel
Harvey, president, and Barbara Looser
after 10 years received lifetime membership for her dedicated
who made the picture.
service and an historical print from the society. We hope to
see them all at our ongoing events and activities.
Keith Lewis was elected as chairman, having stepped in as acting chairman in January 2020,
Jennifer Woodman and Robin Watson were elected to the committee after being coopted
during the last two years to bolster numbers, and Pamela Wootton, Jane Evans and John
Monks were confirmed as ongoing committee members. But nobody was proposed for the
posts of Secretary or Programme coordinator – this may affect the activities we can offer in the
future.
If upon reading this you think you have some time available to support the society by filling
these two positions, can you contact our chairman Keith by email, keithatecs@gmail.com or by
phone 07964 219153.
Pamela Wootton was presented with a framed picture for her long and dedicated service to the
society which has included chairing the Planning Group for at least 25 year, and sitting on the
main committee as well. If asked about her commitment, Pamela will always tell you that she
does it for Exeter, because Exeter is worth it – a sentiment maybe shared by many of us but
nobody else has made such a contribution to the society, or to the city, over such a sustained
period. The picture was made by fellow member of our planning group, Barbara Looser, who
is an artist, a long term member of the society and friend of Pamela’s, we are very grateful to
her for finding the time to make the picture.
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Blue plaque to Sabine BaringGold, dedication event 1st
October 2021 via Zoom
Ian Maxted

T

his event was a new departure for Keith Lewis and Ian
Maxted who had never hosted a Zoom event before.
Members will recall that the blue plaque to Sabine Baring
Gould had been unveiled at Chichester Place, Southernhay on
the very eve of lockdown on 20 March 2020 at a much reduced
event which could not be attended by his great granddaughter
who lives in America and that, by a strange coincidence,
another great granddaughter who just happened to be passing
by was invited to perform the unveiling. The accompanying
exhibition and folk song recital at the Southernhay Church Hall
had been cancelled, so the Zoom event on 1 October was a long
overdue celebration of this remarkable man and the Civic
Society's blue plaque. Contributions were provided by Ian
Maxted, Wren Music, The South West Heritage Trust and
Martin and Shan Graebe.
The talk was attended by 22 people from the UK and the USA. Ian presented a roll call of more
than twenty organisations and individuals involved in Sabine BaringGould and his
blue plaque, including Leander who manufactured it and Gilbert Stephens on whose premises
it was fixed. Comprehensive information can be found here:
https://devonbibliography.blogspot.com/2020/03/sabinebaringgouldexetercivic.html
The community arts charity Wren Music outlined their involvement with the rediscovery of the
manuscripts of SBG's folk songs in the 1990s and the setting up of the digital archive,
explaining how SBG has influenced their work over many years. Marilyn Tucker and Paul
Wilson also performed some of the folk songs he collected.
Dr Janet Tall outlined the work of South West Heritage Trust in conserving and digitising a
recently rediscovered volume of folk literature, showing how the digitisation work was
undertaken at the Devon Heritage Centre and presenting a gallery of some of the colourful
items in the volume.
Martin and Shan Graebe brought the event to a close by presenting. As I walked out, a vivid
account of SBG's pioneering work of collecting the Songs of the West, their presentation
including performances of several of his folk songs. The story is presented in much more detail
in their awardwinning book of the same name.
It was good that SBG’s great granddaughter Merriol
Almond viewed the event from the USA together with
other family members across the United States and in
this country – she is a good friend of the Civic
Society's president Hazel Harvey from their university
days. Her verdict on the day: "It was great!".
A nice postscript to SBG. On 2 November Douglas
Almond, his greatgreatgrandson was over from the
US with his father. Ian and Jill Maxted took him to
view the plaque.
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Chairman's Report

Keith Lewis

I

am honoured to have been elected as chairman at the recent AGM and I expect to engage
with members to enable you to participate in much of the society’s work as possible – we
need your opinions.
Committee agreed earlier this year to establish a Strategic Planning Highways Group to replace
the Highways & Transport Group. This is timely with Exeter city council now developing the
next local plan for the city, and the government making £ billions available for cycling and
walking infrastructure, there will be plenty for this group to engage with. I will soon invite
members to an inaugural meeting of this group.
The city council’s consultation about the next Exeter Local Plan (2020–2040) for their Issues
Document and their Statement of Community Involvement finished in midNovember. A
number of members met to develop the society’s response to these documents – these will
appear on our website soon. We hope that the city council will undertake additional
consultation in 2022 for elements of the plan before formally consulting in the autumn of 2022.
The city council approved revised proposals for the Harlequins site in Paul Street, replacing the
previously proposed Hotel with additional coliving accommodation.
This type of
accommodation counts towards the city’s housing supply, even though the ‘homes’ consist of
single rooms with support accommodation. But the council have been desperate in recent
years to ensure that there is a 5 year supply of approved schemes for homes (government
expectation) to prevent developers submitting proposals for undesirable sites.
But with the passing of the Harlequins development comes proposals for the former police
station and magistrate’s court at Heavitree Road. This is a 67 storey development of 689
student rooms and 340 coliving rooms which you can view here if you are interested
https://publicaccess.exeter.gov.uk/online–applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=exte
rnalDocuments&keyVal=R0M31THBJ2U00
Initial
thoughts
are
that
it
is
overdevelopment for the site (as always
seems to be the case), and we are outraged
that such a major development was not
consulted on by the developer before
submitting the planning application. Pre
consultation is highly recommended by the
city council. The only positive we have
seen is the introduction of a second traffic
lane to allow vehicles to turn right into
Gladstone Road from Heavitree Road.

Former police station and magistrate’s court.

We have speakers arranged for December to March next year  I look forward to meeting you
at one of these events.
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From our President

Hazel Harvey

Richard Ford and the Alhambra Palace, Granada, Spain

R

ichard Ford travelled extensively in Spain and
wrote the first traveller’s guide to any country.
He lived for a short time in the Alhambra just before
returning to England and built Heavitree House
with an Italian styled garden (shown in a painting at
the RAMM). At that time the Alhambra was
neglected and deteriorating, and the locals used
fallen timber for firewood. Richard Ford brought
home one length of carving and installed it in his
bathroom in Heavitree.
There is much discussion these days about whether to return the Elgin Marbles, the Benin
Bronzes and other items in museums, but recently a greatgreat grandson of Richard Ford has
returned the wood carving from the Alhambra to a grateful Spain.

Sidwell School

C

helsea Clinton attended the Quaker School called
Sidwell School in Washington D.C., as did the Obama
children Sasha and Malia when they resided in the White
House.
I sent a copy of our booklet Discovering Exeter, Sidwell
Street, which includes details of St. Sidwell’s School thinking
it might encourage some sort of twinning relationship. A
teacher replied that there was no connection with Exeter’s
St. Sidewll’s School; their school was named after its
founder, a philanthropist called Sidwell. I still think the
name is unique and must go back to Exeter.

Discovering Exeter booklets are becoming collector’s
items!

T

he Society’s brilliant collection of Discovering Exeter
booklets were written by members of the Society
many years ago now, and sold at the tourist office for
visitors to the city. They were also popular with our
members and Exonians but only sold for a nominal sum
of £2 to encourage sales and to encourage learning and
understanding about parts of the city, and most are still
available.
An entrepreneur is now selling the booklets on eBay for
£10 each, SUCCESS!
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Forthcoming Events  2021
Event

Date
Saturday 11 December
Mint Methodist Church

10.30

Talk and music by Jon Bell
The history of cinema in Exeter

Saturday 15 January
Mint Methodist Church

10.30

Talk by Robert Guyver. The Life, death and Legacy of John
Coleridge Patteson (18271871) Bishop of Melanesia.

Saturday19 February
Mint Methodist Church

10.30

Talk and discussion by our chairman Keith Lewis.
Development and planning in Exeter

Saturday 19 March
Mint Methodist Church

10.30

Talk by Alwyn Bowen  Making His Mark in Exeter. 50 years
working as a designer/illustrator.

Contact Information
President:

Havel Harvey

Chairman:

Keith Lewis

Secretary:

Vacant

Treasurer:

Jane Evans

ecs.membership@gmx.com

Membership Secretary:

Jane Evans

ecs.membership@gmx.com

Events Coordinator:

Vacant

Planning Group Chairman:

Pamela Wootton

p.m.wootton@exeter.ac.uk

River & Canal Group Chairman:

Peter Nickol

pnickol@phonecoop.coop

Strategic Planning & Highways
Group Chairman:

Keith Lewis

keithatecs@gmail.com

Tel: 01392 254068
keithatecs@gmail.com
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Tel: 07964 219153

Tel: 07964 219153

