
Members of the Crash Box and Classic Car Club of Devon drove 
to the unveiling in some of their classic vehicles to celebrate the 
commemoration of one of their heroes: Harry Weslake (1897  ͑
1978), the Exeter born motor engineer whose engine designs 
gave cars and motorbikes their power on racetrack and public 
road in the last century.  

The unveiling was performed on 20th April 2016 by Civic 
Society member Mike Dalby, of the CBCCC. The Club sponsored 
ʀɴɱ ɼɸɭɽʁɱ ɭʀ Ǚɸʅɰɱ Ǟɻʁɿɱ̲ Ǧɾɵɺɯɱ́ɿ ǩʀɾɱɱʀ ǩɻʁʀɴ̲ ǩʀ̵ Ǫɴɻɹɭɿ̲ 
ʀɴɭʀ ʃɭɿ ǭɱɿɸɭɷɱ́ɿ ɴɻɹɱ ɵɺ ɴɵɿ ʅɻʁʀɴ ɲɾɻɹ ͮ;ͭͽ ʀɻ ͮ;ͮ;̵ ǣɵɷɱ 
ɿɭɵɰ̴ ͂Ǟɱ ɮɱɯɭɹɱ ɭ ɾɱɭɸ ɹɻʀɻɾɵɺɳ ɸɱɳɱɺɰ̵ Ǟɵɿ ɰɱɿɵɳɺɿ ɭɺɰ 
patents gave more power to many types of car and motorcycle 
engines in both racing and production models." 

At the age of 15, Harry obtained a driving licence. He decided to celebrate by using his pocket money to 
ɴɵɾɱ ɭ ɹɻʀɻɾɮɵɷɱ ɲɾɻɹ Ǧɵɷɱ́ɿ ǝɭɾɭɳɱ ɵɺ Ǘɸɼɴɵɺɳʀɻɺ ǩʀɾɱɱʀ̲ ɭɺɰ ɾɻɭɾɱɰ ɾɻʁɺɰ ʀɴɱ ɾɻɭɰɿ ɻɲ ǚɱʂɻɺ ʁɺʀɵɸ ɭ 
policeman told him his mother wanted him back home.  

Ǟɭɾɾʅ́ɿ ɳɱɺɵʁɿ ɿɴɻʃɱɰ ɵʀɿɱɸɲ ɲɵɾɿʀ ɵɺ ɼɭʀɱɺʀɵɺɳ ʀɴɱ ǭǛǮ ɯɭɾɮʁɾɱʀʀɱɾ ʀɴɭʀ ɿɱʀ ʃɻɾɸɰ ɭɺɰ ǘɾɵʀɵɿɴ ɹɻʀɻɾɯʅɯɸɱ 
ɾɱɯɻɾɰɿ ɵɺ ʀɴɱ ͮ;ͯͭɿ̵ ͂Ǫɴɱ Ǚɭɾɮʁɾɱʀʀɱɾ ʀɴɭʀ ɳɻɱɿ ɻɺɱ ǘɱʀʀɱɾ̓ ɭɿ ʀɴɱ ɭɰʂɱɾʀɵɿɵɺɳ ɿɭɵɰ̵ Ǫɴɱ ɺɭɹɱ ǭǛǮ ʃɭɿ ɭ 
combination of Weslake and Exeter, before Harry moved his manufacturing to London.  

By that time the Weslake family had left Clyde House for another property in St Thomas, Franklyn House, 
which is now a hospital.  

Harry designed engines that powered grand prix cars such as the Bentleys and Jaguars that won at Le 
Mans. He assisted the development of the famous Vanwall racing cars, as well as MGs and production 
models down to the Austin Mini. Towards the end of his life he returned to motorbike engines, his 
machines winning world and British speedway championships in the mid-70s. Harry died at the age of 81 
at the 1978 World Speedway Championships at Wembley, where a Weslake machine had that day broken 

the track record.  

Many motorcars on the road today are better 
ɮɱɯɭʁɿɱ ɻɲ Ǟɭɾɾʅ ǭɱɿɸɭɷɱ́ɿ ɳɾɻʁɺɰɮɾɱɭɷɵɺɳ 
engineering and Exeter can now at last show 
its pride in his achievements through this 
blue plaque. We must thank Catherine and 
Ian Lawrence, of Clyde House, as well as the 
Crash Box and Classic Car Club. After the 
unveiling there were refreshments at the 
Seven Stars in Alphington Road. 
 
A great deal of information, biographical and 
technical, about Harry Weslake is to be found 
on the internet. His biography, Lucky All My 
Life, by Jeff Clew, was published by Haynes 
Publishing Group in 1979. 

By John Monks 
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Ǫɴɵɿ ɵɿ ɹʅ ɼɱɺʁɸʀɵɹɭʀɱ ɯɴɭɵɾɹɭɺ́ɿ ɾɱɼɻɾʀ ɭɿ ǟ ʃɵɸɸ 
be standing down at the next AGM in November, 
having then served three years. I do think it good 
that there is a rotation of members at the helm of 
any organisation, and I can say that leading the 
Society has been very rewarding, so I hope you 
will consider if you or another member can be 
proposed as chairman in the autumn. 

I have focused my time over the last four months 
on the proposed development of a new bus for the 
city (you can read more about this in the bus 
station report on page 3 of this newsletter).   I am 
pleased that a new Exeter & District Bus Users 
Group has been established, chaired by Robert 
Crawley, who is a bus enthusiast and has worked 
in the industry for many decades. The group has a 
core of about six people plus many others who 
wish to be kept informed about the proposed new 
bus station, and changes to bus services. The 
ɳɾɻʁɼ ɴɭʂɱ ɵɺɯɸʁɰɱɰ ʀɴɱ ̀ǚɵɿʀɾɵɯʀɿ́ ɭɾɻʁɺɰ Ǜʄɱʀɱɾ 
because it those living there that are the primary 
users of country buses and the bus station. The 
group is independent and in discussions with both 
City and County Councils.  

The Friends of Exeter Ship canal is now 
established, chaired by John Monks from the civic 

society. They have a grant from the Exeter Canal 
& Quay Trust to help them establish themselves 
and commence their activities. Again, this is an 
independent group, although I hope the society 
and the River Canal & Quay sub-committee in 
particular will work closely with them. 

We continue to see planning proposals for student 
accommodation, with approvals for the Radmore 
& Tucker site on Western way, and adjacent to the 
football club (which includes the rebuilding of the 
main stand). I do have sympathy with those who 
have concerns about how such development is 
changing the city centre, and whether we should 
just accept the expansion of the university, or 
question whether this is good for the social fabric 
of the city. 

Finally, I have met with Glen Woodcock who is 
leading the Exeter City Futures project with 
support from Exeter City Council through the 
formation of a Community Interest Company. 
There are five themes, but I concentrated upon 
transport and congestion as this is something that 
concerns the society, initial considerations are very 
ambitious. You can hear more on 18th June when 
Glen will talk to us at our Saturday meeting which 
I urge you to attend to find out more. 
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ǩʀ Ǘɺɺɱ́ɿ ǥɾʀɴɻɰɻʄ Ǚɴɭɼɱɸ - by Dilys Gray-Jones 

If you stand at the lych-gate to St. Anne's almshouses and chapel, you see before you a neat gravelled 
courtyard garden planted with rosemary, box, a young cherry tree, a flowering currant bush and 
euphorbia. To your right are the almshouses. A little further on, to your left, is the tiny ancient chapel 
which is, writes Pevsner "a plain Perp single-cell building of Heavitree stone with volcanic dressings". 

On 9th April 2016 around 20 of us gathered to hear Peter Scorer, the Deacon, talk about this Orthodox 
Church and answer our questions. Inside, numerous icons hung 
covering the walls; some were slightly faded, others were brighter. At 
the east end was the iconostasis, a wooden screen separating the 
sanctuary from the nave.  

Whilst most of us sat on chairs around the walls-the congregation 
stands in an Orthodox Church -the Deacon stood before us in his 
black cassock and lit a lamp in front of the iconostasis. He spoke of 
the chapel's 15th century origin as a chapel of ease not far from St. 
Sidwell's well. When St. James' Church was bombed in World War II, 
the congregation met in this chapel. Like a number of churches there 
was eventually no further use for it and it stood empty until the 
Orthodox Church took it on at a peppercorn rent about 40 years ago. 

On a Sunday, the congregation numbers 75 - 80, more at Easter, the 
most important date in the Orthodox calendar, when 200 or so 
people attend, many standing outside. The nationalities encompass 
British, Russian, Greek, Romanian and Bulgarian. Peter Scorer 
explained that as this Orthodox Church was situated in the UK, the 
services were mainly conducted in English. 



Proposed New Bus Station - by Keith Lewis Page 3 of 8 

Exeter City Question Time 

I have been working closely with the new 
Exeter & District Bus Users Group (BUG) to 
gather information about the proposed bus 
station, and to challenge poor proposals. 
Obtaining information from the city council has 
been very difficult, as is getting a straight 
answer to simple questions.  The council 
received a report from their design team on 16 
March which I believe focuses on the needs of 
Stagecoach and their accommodation at the 
expense of passengers and the safe operation of 
buses on the site. This is largely driven by the 
restricted site the council has retained for the 
bus station after negotiations with Crown 
Estates who are developing the commercial part 
of the site. I believe the site is too small for the 
current configuration, and as it is sloping, this 
requires ramps for buses to enter and exit from 
Cheeke Street. The council set themselves a 
budget of just over £6m in February (includes 
cost of temporary bus stops etc), based on 
advice from Crown Estates, but it is now clear 
ʀɴɭʀ ʀɴɱ ɯɻʁɺɯɵɸ́ɿ ɰɱɿɵɳɺ ʀɱɭɹ ɿɭʅ ʀɴɵɿ ɵɿ ɺɻʀ 
enough, so rather than allocate more funding, 
the council is embarking on savings and 

compromises which I believe will lead to a 
dysfunctional bus station not fit for purpose 
(there are plenty of examples elsewhere in the 
country of poor new bus stations), which I do 
not want to see in Exeter. The design team 
have also been asked to consider how long 
distant coaches can be accommodated within 
the bus station, although this will result in 
more rural bus services stopping on 
neighbouring streets. The council postponed 
their public exhibition planned for May, which 
is now rescheduled for 14th June. I think this is 
because the design team is struggling to come-
up with proposals that are fit-for-purpose. The 
bus user group and the society will continue to 
challenge councillors and council officers about 
proposals. 

The Society held a very successful and informative hustings on 16th April 2016 attended by 70 people 
to listen to candidates views about the development of the city. The event was chaired by the 
ɿɻɯɵɱʀʅ́ɿ ɯɴɭɵɾɹɭɺ ǡɱɵʀɴ Ǣɱʃɵɿ ɭɸɻɺɳ ʀɴɱ ɸɵɺɱɿ ɻɲ ǘǘǙ́ɿ ǧʁɱɿʀɵɻɺ Ǫɵɹɱ̵ Ǫɴɱ ɲɵʂɱ ɹɭɵɺ ɼɭɾʀɵɱɿ ɿʀɭɺɰɵɺɳ 
ɵɺ Ǜʄɱʀɱɾ́ɿ ɸɻɯɭɸ ɱɸɱɯʀɵɻɺɿ ɻɺ ͺʀɴ ǣɭʅ ʃɱɾɱ ɾɱɼɾɱɿɱɺʀɱɰ ɮʅ Diana Moore (Green Party), Andrew 
Leadbetter (Conservative), Rod Ruffle (Lib Dem), Rachel Sutton (Labour) and Dutch Dudgeon 
(UKIP).  

Questions were asked on the main issues affecting Exeter, the swimming pool, the bus station, and 
closing Paris Street to traffic, as well as other issues, retail centres around the town, a cycling/walking 

network, and whether the 
markets in Sidwell Street and 
Fore Street are adequate. All 
the panellists raised some 
good points and it was 
interesting to hear their 
varying thoughts. 

Ǫɴɱ ǩɻɯɵɱʀʅ́ɿ Ǧɾɱɿɵɰɱɺʀ̲ Ǧɱʀɱɾ 
Wadham  ͑ a former 
councillor and Lord Mayor, 
said this was probably the 
best event that the society 
has hosted! 

Full details of this event are 
on our website if you want to 
read more. 



Visit to the RILD at Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital - by Ian Maxted Page 4 of 8 

Civic Society members were treated to an 
informative tour of County Hall and part of 
Bellair House on the 30th January given by Bill 
Horner, County Archaeologist and Historic 
Manager. Twenty nine members gathered in 
Reception and were taken out to the granite 
steps where the tour started. County Hall was 
opened on 14 July 1964 by The Right 
Honourable Viscount Amory and is now a Grade 
II series of buildings.  

The buildings are made of 2 inch handmade 
Ibstock golden brown faced brick with matching 
mortar in thick unpointed joints. The lintels and 
arches are made of granite, the roof of 
Westmoreland slate and the pathways are York 
Stone. The architect was Donald Hanks 
McMorran (1904-1965). The brief was fairly 
loose, with the Chairman of the Council, Sir 
ǝɱɻɾɳɱ Ǟɭʅʀɱɾ Ǟɭɹɱɿ̲ ɾɱɽʁɱɿʀɵɺɳ ̀ɭ ɮʁɵɸɰɵɺɳ ɭɿ 
modern as possible in its arrangement and 
engineering, but not too much, as it should not 
clash too severely with its surrounding buildings 
ɻɾ ɼɸɱɭɿɭɺʀ ɾʁɾɭɸ ɿɱʀʀɵɺɳ̶ǟ ʀɴɵɺɷ ʃɱ ʃɭɺʀ 
ɿɻɹɱʀɴɵɺɳ ɾɱɭɸɸʅ ɭʀʀɾɭɯʀɵʂɱ ɭɺɰ ɳɾɭɯɱɲʁɸ̵́ 

The Town Clerk was H.G. Godsall who pushed 
for the build. The total cost of the construction 
came to £11.5 million. 

Inside the Main Reception there are red tiles on 
the floor (Welsh Quarry Tiles) which came from 
Wrexham, Clwyd.  The walls are clad with 
Purbeck Limestone as is the Grand Corridor, 
which took us out to the Great Gateway and the 
park where we could view Bellair House, Coaver 
House and the Clock Tower. We were then 
taken to the Antechamber with its Ashburton 
Marble floor and into the Council Chamber with 
its Doulting Stone cladding, the Devon coat of 
arms with Auxilio Divino (By Divine Aid), 
beautiful leather clad chairs and doors. Up the 
Grand Stairway formed with Portland Stone and 
the Purbeck Limestone walls and into Bellair 
House where we could view the staircase only. 
Finally we were taken through the Committee 
ɾɻɻɹɿ ɭɺɰ ʀɴɱ Ǚɴɭɵɾɹɭɺ́ɿ ɾɻɻɹ ʃɴɵɯɴ ʃɭɿ 
used when the Queen visited in 1989.  
Interestingly the latter has a small en-suite 
which needed Listed Building consent in order 
to change the toilet seat ready for the visit! 

Visit to Bellair and County Hall - by Christo Skelton 

The Research, Innovation, Learning and Development (RILD) building, which leans back from Barrack 
Road like a ziggurat on speed, opened in 2014. But it was not the building itself but the life within 
that interested the Civic Society. The £27.5m development, funded in part by grants from the 
Wolfson and Wellcome Foundations, consists of the Wellcome Wolfson Medical Research Centre, the 
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), the Exeter Clinical Research Facility, and the University 
ɻɲ Ǜʄɱʀɱɾ ǣɱɰɵɯɭɸ ǩɯɴɻɻɸ̵ ǟʀ ɵɿ ɴɻɹɱ ʀɻ ɭ ɺʁɹɮɱɾ ɻɲ ʀɴɱ ǣɱɰɵɯɭɸ ǩɯɴɻɻɸ́ɿ ɸɭɮɻɾɭʀɻɾʅ-based research 
teams, comprising both clinical research areas and medical research laboratories, complete with a 
lecture theatre, conference room, eleven seminar rooms, eight meeting rooms, offices and an IT 
learning suite to support learning and development, including e-learning.   

On 11th May 2016 Dr Gillian Baker, 
Operations and Finance Manager, 
showed the Civic Society around 
this ground-breaking co-operative 
venture ͑ a research facility for the 
University of Exeter and the Royal 
Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation 
Trust, serving undergraduates, 
postgraduates, clinicians and 
researchers.  

Research funding comes from the 
National Institute for Health Research and arrives in five year tranches. Research funding is one area 
not cut in NHS as its vital importance is recognised, but the next quinquennium is currently under 
negotiation amid financial pressures. Exeter is fortunate in having this world-class medical research 
and education centre, which helps to enhance standards across Devon's healthcare sector, and the 
Civic Society was privileged to be given such an interesting and inspiring visit. 


