
EXETER AND THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918 

Although it did not suffer structurally during the Great War, 
like every other city and town throughout the land Exeter had 
its heart broken with the loss of more than 1,000 of its sons 
and daughters during the conflict. In 1923 a war memorial, 
designed by John Angel, was unveiled in Northernhay Park. 
This magnificent structure is 31ft high and has five figures 
represented, Victory reaching up to the sky, with soldier, 
sailor, nurse and PoW figures around the base. The memorial 
does not show the names of those who died, but with the 
centenary of the outbreak of World War One now being 
commemorated across the country, the Civic Society is 
involved in two events which will help to gather this 
information and remind us of the sacrifices and charitable 
actions of local people during the conflict.   
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EXETER AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
Saturday 6th September 2014 
2.00-5.00pm (with break for refreshments) 
Southernhay Church Hall, Dix’s Field, Exeter 

`Exeter Attics and the stories they tell about 
the Great War' by Dr Todd Gray 
The recent exhibition has brought in a 
number of items which provide more details 
on Exeter and its history during the Great 
War. Dr Gray's lecture will highlight some of 
these along with examples of other Great 
War records at the Devon Heritage Centre. 

‘Exeter’s Charitable War Effort’ 
by Dr Richard Batten 
Dr Batten will examine and reveal the 
accomplishments that the population of 
Exeter achieved in various philanthropic and 
charitable activities during the First World 
War. 

Cost: £3 for Society members and £5 for 
non-members, payable in advance or on the 
door if seats are available.  
Book now to reserve your seat! 
To book contact the Secretary 
(details on back page) 

EXHIBITION:  
EXETER & THE GREAT WAR 
Weds 5th to Fri 7th November 2014 
10.00am-4 .00pm 
The Guildhall, High Street, Exeter 
manned by volunteers from The Friends of 
Devon's Archives & Exeter Civic Society 

An exhibition which will act as the means for 
local people to bring in photographs, diaries, 
letters, etc. - any ephemera on the city's 
involvement with the Great War. These 
could then be placed on show, copied or 
donated for deposit at the Devon Heritage 
Centre (formerly known as the Devon 
Record Office). It is hoped to be able to put 
faces to the more than 1,000 city men and 
women who lost their lives in the conflict.  

Volunteers are required for half day sessions 
over the three days (10 to 1 or 1 to 4). They 
will mix with the public and explain the 
exhibition (a mixture of original material 
with display boards).  

To share items for the exhibition or volunteer 
please contact the Secretary: 
(details on back page) 
 



I am writing this on a warm sunny evening and hope this will continue throughout the four 
month period of this newsletter.  It’s certainly in contrast to the wet winter months we have 
endured with the resultant impact on transport infrastructure around Exeter, and when also 
considering Exeter’s own high water levels in 2013 and the rail track being washed away at 
Cowley Bridge, it shows that some of our Victorian infrastructure is in need of improvement.  
Improved flood alleviation works will have a visual impact along many parts of the river and 
those of you that watched the south west’s Sunday Politics show some months ago may have 
heard from councillor Rosie Denham that there was disagreement between Network Rail and the 
Environment Agency on how to protect the track north of Cowley Bridge.  The County Council 
has recently produced a Devon wide report highlighting the impact such weather has had across 
the county – Extreme Weather Resilience Report which shows that Exeter didn’t fair too badly. 

The redevelopment of the Higher Market area of the Guildhall Shopping Centre will see the loss 
of some small retail units and their replacement with several large units intended for the food 
trade, although I am advised that food outlets do not need planning permission to revert to retail 
units.  At the April open meeting we had a discussion about this scenario and the impact on 
small independent traders as small and possibly affordable shop units are lost. The majority of 
the audience agreed that this is far from ideal. There have been concerns for a while that Exeter 
is becoming a clone city, so if there are members that feel strongly about this I am happy to 
establish further discussion to see if there is anything the Society can do to help preserve small 
affordable shops. Please contact me by telephone or e-mail. 

And finally, Pamela Wootton and myself met with the City Council’s Head of Development earlier 
in the year to discuss future development in the city. We did of course ask about the Bus & 
Coach Station redevelopment and were advised that Land Securities should conduct a public 
consultation by the end of the year.  We also discussed the redevelopment of the front of St 
David’s Station and I then spoke to Network Rail who own the land extending to Bonhay Road.  
They advised that whilst they have considered redevelopment that it is currently unaffordable. 
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Visit to Clyston Mill - by Jim Perriam 

On Saturday 5th April an enthusiastic band of civic society members and friends met on a cloudy 
but dry morning outside the mill at Broadclyst. The miller, Mr Brian Kirby, gave us a very 
interesting talk about its machinery, history and problems, one of which is obtaining a supply of the 
correct type of wheat required for bread making flour, another is water supply. 
There have been several mills on this site over many years, 
the first recorded in 1086, but all have suffered from the 
fact that the Clyst either supplies too much water or not 
enough. At present an electric motor is used when the 
water is too low to drive the wheel and previously a large 
steam engine was used for the same purpose. 
The present building dates from around 1840 and it was 
interesting to note that in 1850 the village was completely 
self-sufficient. The mill was given to the national trust in 
1944 by Sir Richard Acland and then "mothballed" for 50 
years. It has had many uses including crushing apples and 
pumping water to supply the village. In 2002 it was opened 
as a museum, then gradually used for milling a coarse type of wheat used for cattle feed. Later when 
the correct type of wheat had been obtained, bread making flour was milled. 
Clyston is one of about 150 mills in the country which are still operating. 6,500 visitors go through 
the doors every year and 6 tons of flour is produced, which is sold to visitors, local health food 
shops and restaurants.  



The Society’s funds have grown in recent years so we are in a position to support worthwhile 
causes that meet with our objectives. In previous years we have erected benches, in 2013 we 
installed two blue plaques, with more planned. This year we donated £500 to the Dissenters’ 
Graveyard Trust. We continue to support annual maintenance of Matthew the Miller Clock on 
St Mary Steps Church. Any suggestions should be made to the Chairman (see back page). 

Here’s a reminder of our objectives: 
 To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting Exeter.  
 To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history of Exeter.  
 To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of 
historic or public interest in Exeter. 
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On Wednesday, 14th May, members were invited for a guided tour of the Exeter Masonic Lodge 
in Gandy Street, Exeter. Our Freemason guides were Alan Denning, Allen Wickison and Ray 
Sparkes who were keen to answer all our questions during the two hour presentation. 

We met in the entrance which is the Robing Room; 
this boasts a very fine oak screen dating from the 
14th and 15th centuries. Wearing the regalia kept in 
this room is historical and symbolic and, like a 
uniform, serves to indicate to members where they 
rank in the organisation. Ten separate lodges meet 
in this building and membership varies from 40 to 
100 per lodge. 
Exeter Lodge was purchased in 1873 for £1,800 and 
was dedicated by John Huyshe on St. George’s Day 
in 1877; today it is a Grade II listed building. 

Other rooms visited included the Committee, 
Lodge, Dining and Bar. In the Lodge room were 
three chairs – the most ornate was for the master 
and it is here that new recruits are initiated into 
the Lodge of their choice. Symbols adorn the walls; 
the ‚G‛ within the square and compass represents 
God. 

We were told that Freemasons must have a belief in a Supreme Being, so that an agnostic or 
atheist would not be eligible to become a Freemason. They emphasised that they abide by a 
moral code supported by their own faith, be that Christian, Jew, Sikh, Muslim, Hindu or any 
other faith. It is an International organisation, forever evolving and the principles of 
brotherhood are the same for all members. Our guides stated that being a Freemason brought 
them personal confidence, companionship and challenges to continue learning. Often they felt 
that their own journey became as interesting as their arrival. 

Over the centuries, Freemasons found time and funds (given from their own resources) 
to establish schools, hospitals and to look after members who fall on hard times. 
More recently and during this year, the Exeter Lodge has given over £40K to local charities to 
include the Scouts movement, Macmillan Nurses, the Alzheimer’s Society, the Chestnut Appeal, 
and Topsham Community Association, and more recently to victims of the floods in the 
Dawlish area. The afternoon concluded a fascinating insight into the workings of the Exeter 
Lodge with a high tea provided by our hosts. 

Guided Tour of Exeter Masonic Lodge - by Ann Kennedy 



The Society has a particular interest in St Mary Steps since for some years we have undertaken 
to pay for the annual maintenance of its famous clock, an investment in Exeter’s history which 
I am pleased to say is now mentioned by the Redcoats on their Tudor tour. Unfortunately, as 
we learned on our visit, clock, tower and church entrance will remain concealed behind the 
current scaffolding for months to come while previous pointing is painstakingly replaced - past 
‘experts’ having specified the wrong mortar for Heavitree stonework when repairs were last 
done. 
Once some 20 of us had negotiated the tricky access to the interior, we were warmly greeted 
by the churchwarden, Tegwyn 
Harris, who gave us a 
spellbinding talk. He evoked 12th 
century Exeter, when Stepcote 
Hill was the main street up into 
the city from the West Gate, 
and the church was built, 
possibly for travellers to give 
thanks for their safe arrival 
within the city walls as well as 
to serve this thriving industrial 
part of Exeter. Only the font 
remains from the church’s first 
days. The building’s structure 
evolved over centuries, through to the Reformation, with some 19th century ‘improvements’ 
inspired by the Oxford Movement cult of reverent gloom mercifully removed in the 20th 
century. Of special interest is how the building was adapted to its situation, being cut into the 
hill amid other buildings in such a way that its walls have no right angles and its crypt opens 
to the street on one side – used, it seems, by the Keeper of the West Gate as his office. 

We were interested to hear that we were the first visitors to see the results of major cleaning 
within, which had uncovered the sky-blue ceiling and traces of mediaeval paintwork. For so 
small a church there is a surprising amount to appreciate: the ‘primitive Norman’ font, the very 
rare depiction of St Sybil on a screen, the Harry Hems 19th century chancel screen, carefully 
matched to the mediaeval side chapel screen, his carved pew ends and altar frontal figures, the 
tester high up in the ceiling above the altar, and the fine stained glass east window created in 
1964 by John Hayward (who said that it was the second most magnificent, after a cathedral 
commission, of his illustrious career). 

Finally, the clock. Rather a heavy responsibility, the church is finding, since, even though 
electrification means that daily winding by hand is no longer 
needed, heedless persons (including a cleric!) who switch off at 
the mains when leaving have generated problems that have to be 
dealt with at great expense by South’s of Derby. Tegwyn 
expressed the church’s heartfelt gratitude for the Society’s 
generous maintenance support, without which it would struggle. 
The figures on the clock are thought to commemorate a real 
Matthew the Miller, perhaps a byword for punctuality in his day, 
but his helmet and his two sons’ pikes have never been 
satisfactorily explained. The early 17th century original is now in 
the RAMM. 
A final nugget of interest: Matthew the Miller’s clock is the only 
item of South West general knowledge to feature in the original 
edition of Trivial Pursuit. 
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MEMBERS’ AREA OF THE WEBSITE  

The Members’ Area has now been developed to provide more information for members as well 
as a place for sub-committees to store documents of interest and to provide links to relevant 
websites. As well as the ‘Discovering Exeter’ booklets, members can also access past 
newsletters and articles about our visits over recent years, the minutes of AGMs and the 
constitution. The Members’ Area is password protected so contact the Secretary if you have 
lost or forgotten your username and password. 
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As most of you will know, between 1981 and 2004 Exeter Civic Society published a series of 12 
booklets about the city entitled 'Discovering Exeter'. Most of them are still available except the 
first four which are now out of print. These four have now been scanned to enable members to 
freely access them through the website and you can find them in the members' area. When you 
have opened the document you can save it to your computer or print it yourself (about 20-30 
pages) or if you would like the Society to print it for you then send a cheque for £5 (made out 
to Exeter Civic Society) to the Secretary to cover printing and postage. Books 5-12 are still 
available on the bookstall at our Open Mornings.  

The booklets are A5 in size, very well researched, with a wealth of photos and information, but 
are now somewhat dated and don’t have the glossy covers of books they sit alongside in the 
bookshops. It would be great to see the booklets refreshed and brought up to date so if there 
are any members keen to have a go at this we can provide the scanned text for editing. The 
booklets bring a small income to the Society but we are sure sales can be improved if updated. 

The complete list of booklets are as follows: 
1. St David’s (available on website) 
2. St Leonard’s (available on website) 
3. Heavitree (available on website) 
4. Pennsylvania (available on website) 
5. Sidwell Street 
6. West of the River 
7. Lost Churches 
8. Gates of the Close 
9. Community Mosaics 
10. Public Inscriptions 
11. 20th Century Architecture 
12. Street Names 

We also have plenty of copies available of another society publication, ‘Exeter and the Trams’ by 
Julia Neville which new members may not have seen.  

Saturday Monthly Open Mornings 

With the closure of the city centre library in April and May we have had to find alternative 
venues for the third Saturday of the month.  In April and May we met at Southernhay Church 
Hall and for our June meeting we are still unable to use the new library so are meeting at the 
Mint Methodist Church in Fore Street.  We will be in the Rougemont Room at the central 
library for our July meeting and we expect to continue here until the end of the year. Just a 
reminder that we do not have an August meeting. 



Very soon after the last Newsletter Planning sub-
committee discussed the Draft Development 
Delivery Development Plan Document and were 
delighted to consider the comments of the one 
member of Civic Society who had responded to 
the plea at the Saturday morning meeting, or to 
the last Newsletter, by emailing her suggestions 
for amendments to the document. Fortunately 
these chimed well with ours and we completed 
and submitted our views to the Planning Officer 
who is collating and preparing the finished 
document which will eventually be submitted to 
the Secretary of State.  Our amendments and 
additions were not numerous as, as I said earlier, 
we had already responded to the preliminary 
consultation and found the draft document 
comprehensive and sound. Very few had 
responded to that consultation but we are very 
glad to know that the draft document elicited a 
great many replies which are still being worked 
on. Perhaps by the September News I shall be 
able to tell you that the document by which 
Exeter will guide its future development has been 
approved by the Council Executive and the 
elected Members and is on its way to acceptance 
by the Secretary of State.   

It is an example of the variety of our interests 
that at the same February meeting we also 
discussed an application covering a very small 
site in Exeter, the dilapidated and long disused  
‘shop’ at 157-158 Heavitree Road near the Livery 
Dole crossroads. Although small its deterioration 
must have been noticed by many thousands of 
Exeter people, while its owners submitted a long 
sequence of unlikely proposals, some for two 
dwellings. We duly objected to each of them, 
although even without objections I cannot think 
that the planners would have recommended 
approval. For this application, the umpteenth, 
which proposed a single office structure, we had 
no objections to write about and even indicated 
approval in conversation with the case officer, 
who had consulted closely and helpfully with the 
applicant. If you have been following this saga for 
years you will be glad to know that the 
development was at last ‘Permitted’ at the end of 
February, and so will no longer appear on our 
agenda or in these reports.   

If you are interested in the proposed 
improvements at the Guildhall Shopping Centre, 
and surely almost all residents of Exeter must be 
interested, you will probably know already that 
the City Council Planning Committee has 
approved Aviva Investors’ proposals for  

Planning Sub-Committee - Pamela Wootton, Chairman 

rejuvenation of the open part of the Centre and of 
the entrances from High Street and from Queen 
Street. The Planning Officers received very few 
objections and the Planning Members committee 
approved with commendations. Much of the centre 
is not involved in the changes; WH Smith, the 
stores between there and Primark, Sainsburys and 
both sides of the part of Trickhay St from 
Waterbeer Street to the stairs are all outside the re
-development, and St Pancras will of course remain 
a gem. 
Planning sub-committee welcomed the 
improvements in lifts, walkways and accessibility, 
and the restructuring of the building which now 
houses Poundland, but we did object to the coffee 
kiosks and particularly to the reduction in the 
number of small shop units, some of them housing 
local independent businesses. Now we look forward 
to seeing how it all turns out. 

Few city residents ever see the Bishop’s Palace but 
it is a notable Exeter building and we were glad to 
see the plans for extensive regeneration of the first 
floor, providing each bedroom with a bathroom 
and creating a sitting room and a kitchen-breakfast 
room of reasonable proportions. This entails the 
loss of three bedrooms but there will still be four 
on that floor as well as the three on the floor 
above. A conversation with the Conservation 
Officer allayed our concerns, mainly   about 
flooring and ceiling vents in the Listed fabric. The 
alterations will form a more convenient residence 
for the new Bishop and his family. 

You may remember that less than a year ago 
Exeter College was successful in its application to 
make sufficient alterations to National House, near 
the Clock Tower, to prepare it to open in 
September as an extra teaching space. Recently a 
further application was approved for well-planned 
facilities, classrooms and laboratories on all floors, 
with improvements to circulation and safety, and 
with new entrance points and plenty of cycle 
storage. Planning sub-committee, as ever, was 
happy to study these well-presented plans for 
growth of the College. At our June meeting we may 
have greater concerns when we discuss an 
application for a five storey building between 
National House and the Telephone Exchange a little 
further along Queen Street. Omni Developments 
Ltd of Nottingham are proposing to provide a 
Student Accommodation block of 130 studio units 
on land which is currently a private car-park, 
hopefully without disturbing the line of lime trees 
along the boundary.  
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Planning sub-committee has recently reiterated its 
objection to proposals for housing on several 
acres of land of Home Farm on Church Lane 
above Pinhoe. Our main objection was that the 
narrowness and awkward corners of the lanes, 
which already serve earlier housing in the area, 
could not safely accommodate the inevitable extra 
traffic. We also had some concern that the area 
has high landscape value for which great 
sensitivity would be needed. On the first 
application, which was refused, the developers are 
going to appeal, but at the same time they have 
submitted a second application which seems to be 
scarcely changed from the first and so we have 
objected by the simple expedient of asking that 
our earlier letter should stand. 

We were recently pleased to note that an 
application to which we had offered objections 
had been withdrawn. Possibly Exeter Municipal 
Charities are rethinking their proposal to erect 
three rather substantial houses at the rear of the 
Lord Mamhead Homes, a large brick building 
close to the road on Wonford Road, with 
extensive grounds behind. We considered that the 
houses would be rather awkwardly situated and 
unattractively designed and that the fact that they 
would not be easily visible from the road did not 
mitigate the problem. 

Since the Spring we have been expecting the 
appearance of two ‘sports grounds’ applications. 
Only one has so far appeared and the other is not 
really for a ‘ground’ at all as it is for the Exe 
Water Sports Association development and 
extension of their cramped an inadequate 
premises at the west edge of the Canal Basin 
which, you will recall, I wrote of in the last 
Newsletter, unwisely referring to expecting to be 
studying the plans in March! We still hope to see 
them in June but it may be July…. I expect the 
new River and Canal sub-committee, which we 
are delighted to welcome, are similarly tantalized 
by the delay. 

The other is a real sports ground, the Devon 
County Cricket Club on Prince of Wales Road, 
which has a ground in very good condition and a 
pavilion which, although picturesque, is at, or 
indeed well beyond, the end of its serviceable life. 
Yelverton Properties two applications propose the 
demolition of the pavilion  and machinery shed 
and on that corner of the ground, at the point 
nearest to the University campus, to build a four 
block Student Accommodation complex of cluster 
flats and studios, having also replaced the pavilion 
by a new and more practical one (though not so   

pretty) at the edge of the ground nearest the 
road. The Cricket Ground is almost the north 
point of St James ward for which Exeter St James 
Forum Neighbourhood Plan is accepted by the 
City Council and so the Forum’s Design Panel has 
for several months been consulting with Yelverton 
Properties on the subject and has submitted 
comments in response to the applications The 
Forum accepts the principle of the development, 
which will enable the distant owners (descendants 
of the Thornton West family) to continue to lease 
the ground to the Club but makes clear that it 
does not admire the design of the student 
accommodation or the intended materials, which 
it wishes to see more exactly specified before the 
proposals can be accepted.  

Exeter Civic Society’s Planning sub-committee has 
studied the applications and, while we consider 
the design of  the student building rather solid 
and utilitarian, we eventually agreed not to make 
any objections having decided that although the 
building looks like student accommodation it is 
student accommodation in a place where one 
would expect to find student accommodation, and 
having been assured by the Yelverton director 
that the brick colour will be as light as possible 
and the slate surface of the upper storey will also 
be light coloured and of a shorter vertical depth 
than shown in the plans. If the City Planning 
Committee approve the application the ground 
will continue well-maintained and an asset to the 
whole of Exeter. 

Highways and Transport  
The H&T sub-committee have only met 
twice and are investigating the soundness 
of the County Council’s Local Transport 
Plan for the City (it has the right 
sentiments but commits to little), and 
looking forward, at the impact that 
additional homes and cars will have at 
peak times in the City once the current 
local plan is complete in 2026. 

Gift Aid Reclaim 2012-13 
Our Gift Aid Co-ordinator Gordon Read 
has claimed back £387.39 in Gift Aid on 
subscriptions for the year 2012-13. This is 
wonderful news and we are indebted to 
him for his continued work on the 
membership lists!  
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Monthly Open Mornings 
10.30am to 12.00pm  

We have a speaker at 11.00am and sometimes 
afterwards a discussion on current issues in 
which you can participate. 
Visitors and guests are welcome and 
refreshments available. 

Saturday 21st June 
Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street 
Speaker: Roger Thorne will talk about a small 
denomination called the Bible Christians who 
had around 160 churches in Devon, 2 in Exeter 
and their bi-centenary in 2104.  

Saturday 19th July 
Rougemont Room, Central Library, 
Castle Street, Exeter 
Speaker: Dr Reuben Ayres (consultant 
gastroenterologist at RD&E) will speak about 
Dr Peter Hennis the doctor who became 
famous for his work during the 1832 outbreak 
of cholera in Exeter.  

August - no meeting 

Saturday 20th September 
Rougemont Room, Central Library, 
Castle Street, Exeter 
Speaker: Mr Phil Roberts will speak about the 
History of the St. Loye’s Foundation and the 
work they do with disabled people and the 
help they give to support them into 
employment.   

If any more events are organised before our 
next newsletter on 1st October 2014, or there 
are any changes to speakers or venues they 
will appear on the website and members will 
be notified by e-mail.  

Dates for Your Diary 

PLEASE BOOK FOR ALL EVENTS 

Saturday 14th June 
Guided Tour of St Katherine’s Priory  
St Katherine’s Road, Exeter 
Starting at 2pm so meet outside before that 
time. Peter Edwards (Red Coat Guide) will 
lead the tour followed by tea and biscuits. 
There is a charge of £4 for Society members 
and £7 for non-members. Places are limited 
and booking essential.  
Contact Ruth McLeish to book (see below) 

Wednesday 16th July 
Tour of the new Printworks Student 
Accommodation in Verney Street, Exeter 
Starting at 1.30pm so meet at the front 
entrance in Verney Street before that time. 
The manager will give us a guided tour of this 
state-of-the-art development.  There is no 
charge but booking is essential.   
Contact Ruth McLeish to book (see below) 

Sunday 31st August 
ECS Summer Social Event 
Starting at 3pm in ASK restaurant at 5 
Cathedral Close, Exeter. We have booked their 
wonderful garden behind this historic 16th 
century building. Ann Kennedy will give us a 
short talk about its history, but this is mainly 
a social gathering and a chance to chat with 
other members over a drink and hopefully in 
the sunshine. In the event of wet weather we 
will be in the mediaeval hall.  There is no 
charge but please book through Ruth McLeish 
so we have an idea of numbers (see below). 
If you decide to come at the last minute then 
just phone to confirm you’re coming. 

Saturday 6th September 
Exeter and the First World War 
(see front page) 


